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9-week Outline

– 1.  Asia overview
– 2.  What has changed in China?
– 3.  How has economic development impacted 

family/gender/poverty patterns in Asia?  
– 4.  Where are Asia’s flashpoints & insurgencies?
– 5.  What drives business & how is technology 

used in Asia? 
– 6.  Health & Healthcare in Asia?  
– 7.  How is Asia dealing with disastrous pollution?
– 8.  Opportunities for major change in Asia?
– 9.  Cultural expectations: East vs West.
– QUESTIONS?
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UNDERSTANDING ASIA
Overview
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Asia Overview

• World Foreign Direct Investments (FDI)
• China FDI
• Trade *
• Allies, Threats
• Pollution *
• Miscellaneous *

* Q&A

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



Questions for this course

• Do not use the Zoom CHAT function
• Use the RAISE HAND function 

(Participants, More, Raise Hand)
• Bill Hadden will call your name in turn
• Email Rita, after class as needed, if not 

enough time for all questions.
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World 
Foreign Direct Investments
(FDI)
Investment that involves controlling ownership in a business in 
one country by an entity based in another country. Expected to 
decline by 40% due to 2020 pandemic.
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FDI Inflows from the World (2019)
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FDI Flows into ASEAN (2017-2018)
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Japan FDI to ASEAN, India (1996 - 2018) 
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Japan’s Infrastructure Investm in SE Asia (2019)
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SE ASIAN COUNTRY JAPAN CHINA

Vietnam $208B USD $69B USD
Indonesia 74 92
Philippines 43
Singapore 19 28
Thailand 15
Malaysia 34

NOTE: ADB estim. SE Asia economies need $210B/yr in 
infrastructure investment from 2016 - 2030 to maintain 
current level of economic growth.  Data from ADB/Bloomberg



China 
Foreign Direct Investments
(FDI)
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China Investm in USA in 2018 plummeted by 88% (comp to 2017) to 
$5.4B
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Chinese FDI in SE Asia, S.Asia (2017)
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China’s Investm. in Africa (2018)
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Chinese Investm. In Africa (2017) 
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Chinese Investm by Technology (2016, in $Bn, Fintech, AI, 
VirR, Ed Tech, Robotics, Autonomous Driving) 
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Trade
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China/India/Japan Proj. mkt Recovry(2020)
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GDP Losses Expected in SE Asia (2020, COVID impact)
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China’s Trade Worldwide (in Bs, 2016, pretradewar) 

EU: $546.8, USA: 519.7, HK&Taiwn: 483,  E.Asia: 527.7, Germany: 151.3, 
Australia: 136.3, Malaysia: 108.2, India: 70.1, Russia: $69.6 
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US Tariffs Targeting 10 Industries Prioritized by China 
in its “Made in China 2025” Plan

• IT: become cyber power; semi-conductors; acquisition of techn. co’s.

• Numerical ctrl tools & robotics: lots of experts by 2025.

• Aerospace equipment: satellite technology; passenger jets.

• Ocean engineering & high tech ships: grow strong export sector.

• Railway equipment: grow export competitiveness thru BRI projects.

• Energy saving & new energy vehicles: combine cleanup air w. 
winning global recognition for Chinese cars.

• Power equipment: energy efficiency; smart grid & smart city technologies.

• New materials: leader inventing & commercializing new materials; demo 
innovation.

• Medicine & medical devices: medical device manufacturers start to 
export; accelerate export.

• Agricultural machinery: efficiency enhancement; create platform for 
exports.
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Winners/Losers in US/China Trade War 
(Bill Bishop – 2018, in billion)
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China’s Trade Worldwide (in billions, 2016) 
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China’s Top Import Partners (2013 - 2019) 

EU: $546.8, USA: 519.7, HK&Taiwn: 483,  E.Asia: 527.7, Germany: 151.3, 
Australia: 136.3, Malaysia: 108.2, India: 70.1, Russia: $69.6 
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Projected Exports to China (2020 - 2024)
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US Imports/Exports to China (2018)
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Questions?
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Allies, Threats
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Military Expenditure in $bn (2019) (China, India, Japan, 
S.Korea)



Ally or Threat (Pew Research Ctr, as of 2019)
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Ally or Threat (as of 2019)
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2020 Freedom House annual rept: Democracy in 
retreat around the world for 14th yr in a row 

(25 of 41 established democracies are worse off than they were 14 yrs ago, 
including USA, India, Israel.  FH: watchdog grp.) 
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China’s "Foreign Policy": silk roads: a common 
dev.& prosperity PGM, 2013 - 2020 (138 countries as of 2020)

RED: land silk 
road economic 
belt
(Xian, Lanzhou,  
Urumqi, 
Kazakhstan, 
Iran, Turkey, 
Moscow, 
Germany)

BLUE: maritime 
silk road 
(fuzhou, Hanoi, 
Jakarta, Kelang, 
Kolkata, 
Colombo, 
Nairobi, Athens, 
Venice, 
Rotterdam)Proprietary: do not share without 
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Pollution
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Decrease in Pollution during C-19 Lockdown (2020) 
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20 Countries 



WHO Pollution Survey Results (14 in India, 2018) 
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India/Pakistan/Bgladesh Hotspots  (WB – 2018)
(Unchecked climate crisis in S. Asia: 800M people at risk, hardship of 
poverty amplified)
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Global Solar PV Installations
(Asia leads global solar use at 115-120 GW in 2020)
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Global RE (solar, wind) Share in Electricity 
Generation by 2022 (China, India, Japan)
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Where European plastic waste goes (2018)  
(thousand metric tons)

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



Questions?
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Miscellaneous
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Poverty in Asia (2018) – Percent of population living on less 
than $1.90 a day: <1% China; 1-5% VN/PKT; 5-15% MM/Indons/Bangladesh; 
15-25% India. 
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Income Inequality (2016) – 55% of nat. income received by 
top 10% earners in India, against 31% in 1980.  
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Crime-Politics in India (2018)
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Obesity in Asia (2018) - 20/60/100 adults w. diabetes for 
every 100 who are overweight. India, S.Asia, SE Asia: # w. diabetes much 
higher relative to # overweight. Data: U. of Washington Study.
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COVID in Asia
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A World of Languages

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



S. Korea, SIN in top10 - 2016-2020
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Global Innovation Index - 2018
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Asian Dev Bank Forecast (Dev.Asia includes: 
China, India, SE Asia, South Asia)
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Asian Big Economies (2019 pre C-19): 
China,India,Japan,Indonesia
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Asian Devpment Bank Growth Forecasts
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UNDERSTANDING ASIA
END of OVERVIEW
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Questions?
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