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Anxious about our Country, the World?  Let's discuss it. 

Each session will be a discussion. I assume there will be a considerable range of expertise in the class and this should make for a really interesting discussion each time. Although I will ‘moderate’ the discussion but the class will be participants discussing the questions laid out in the outline.  Although I expect the discussion to be rather fraught with liberal criticism of Trump, I shall try to steer it toward a relatively non-partisan tone.  

Here is a draft of the questions I would hope will come to the fore.  There will be little or no assigned reading although some readings are suggested by me (subject to change) but participants will also be encouraged to suggest readings.  

This is only a rough cut of the topics and the sorts of questions we will be discussing.  The actual questions we will be dealing with will emerge from the discussions and the participants themselves.  
Part 1: Anxious about the road our country is on?
The United States: are we losing our democracy?  Is the middle class about to be ‘hollowed out?’  Are minorities and women and non-Christians at risk of being subjected to a Euro-white nationalist quasi theocratic regime?  What is the effect of AI likely to be on the socio-economic structure of our society?  What might be the objectives of those closest to Trump?  Suggested reading: (a few chapters) in Project 2025 (https://static.heritage.org/project2025/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf ) and Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and Fractured a Nation, By Kristin Kobes Du Mez and Kristin Kobes Du Mez


Part 2: Anxious about the direction the world seems to be going in? 
What is the long term effect of the US ending its VOA, etc., its tariffs, its AID programs, its support of the UN, European security, etc.  What is the the nature of the Chinese ‘threat’?  Is democracy retreating in the world to a new fascism?  Is the emerging world order going to be again brokered by a new agreement of the ‘great powers’ (US, China, Russia, Europe)?  Will it involve a deal by which the Ukraine and Taiwan will be swapped for non interference in Latin America?  (Suggested readings: Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change, Stephen Kinder)


Part 3: Anxious about climate change?
What is the future of the climate likely to be?  How do the demands of AI and crypto currencies fit in?  What is the fossil fuels fit in? (Suggested readings https://unfccc.int/cop30, https://nap.nationalacademies.org/topic/367/environment-and-environmental-studies/climate-change, TBA)

Part 4: Anxious about our country’s institutions?
What can we in the US regain that has been lost?  What can’t we regain?  Do we need a new constitution?  What could be gotten?  What could be lost?  (Suggested reading: some of the Federalist papers, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.) (https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf)
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