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The Enduring appeal of Antique Engravings – 
Botanicals and George Washington and Mt. Vernon

Learn about antique engravings – the process, the history and the finished results of the art form. This is an illustrated lecture entitled “The Enduring Appeal of Antique Engravings.” This presentation explores how early naturalists and artists collaborated to document the botanical world, combining science, art, and decoration. 
TBD - We can also present images of George Washington and Mt. Vernon and how the father of our country and his home were depicted throughout the 18th and 19th century. 

The lecture invites students to explore history and art and learn why engravings are so popular today. Drawing from examples of exquisitely detailed antique engravings and hand-colored prints from the 17th and 18th century, which will be on display, the lecture shows the intersection of art and exploration. 

The class involves learning about prints, explaining the terms related to this form of art and decoration, offering collecting advice, and providing a hands-on lesson in differentiating authentic period pieces from reproductions. 

Course Objectives
· Provide a lively narrative connecting art, science, and social history.
· Give practical insight into collecting, conserving, appreciating antique prints.
· Share suggestions on today's application for decorative arts.
· Review of handout with interesting terms and related topics explaining rarity, condition and charm. 
· Learn how to authenticate antique prints and discern from reproduction pieces.
Class Format
The classes will be in the form of a lecture with samples of the antique art for 30 minutes. Then a hands-on demonstration—30 minutes with the pieces so students can learn the printing techniques and individual hands -on experience. Then, there will be instruction on identifying authentic art from reproduction.  

Class 1 and Class 2 –
Introduction of Antique engravings – 
Class 1 – Overview of the process 
Review rare pieces of art - Botanicals/GW & MT. Vernon
Class 2 – Study terms and learning to authenticate
