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UPDATES

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' DAY HOURS

Monday, October 12, is Indigenous Peoples' Day. The OLLI office will remain

OPEN and classes will go on as usual.
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

FALL REGISTRATION CLOSES
TODAY!
Today is the last day to register for

I 20016 | MAIL: 4400 Massachusetts Ave. Ny

the fall semester or add another
?gg@ class! You can see the status of each
NG V= | (open or closed) on the OLLI website.
RETRES _

The membership fee ($330 for the
semester or $600 for both fall and
spring) allows you to sign up for three
courses before the lottery. Now that

the lottery has passed, you can add a

fourth by logging into your account.

The deadline to add/drop classes
or request a refund is TODAY,

October 9.

REGISTER

FALL SEMESTER INFORMATION

FALL Book List

Most fall semester books are available through Politics and Prose bookstore at
5015 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008. Politics and Prose offers

OLLI members a 10% discount on books for courses. Here is the list of fall

semester books that are not available at Politics and Prose, or available, but

with special circumstances.

Fall Preliminary Feedback

The preliminary feedback form is available on the OLLI website under

"Classes" and then "Semesters/Minis." As always, feedback is anonymous.

We encourage you to take a few minutes to provide feedback about each of
your study groups after attending two class sessions. If you have any
suggestions for improvement, please be mindful of stating them in a
constructive and respectful manner.

In an effort to increase response rate, paper copies of the feedback form will
be distributed by the SGR of each in-person class. They can also be picked up

outside the OLLI office. If you choose to complete a paper form, please drop it
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off at the office when you're finished. The last day to submit preliminary

feedback is Friday, October 16.

Want to Teach a Session of Music?

Have you ever wanted to teach a class but hesitated to take on an entire
course? Here’s your chance to dip your toe into the SGL pool by presenting one
session of a collaborative course alongside six experienced presenters.

For several years, a group of music-loving SGLs has offered spring courses
featuring a different presenter each week. This spring’s theme is The Power of
Music, exploring music’s enduring influence on ideas, cultures, and
generations. Topics will range from Bach and the blues to samba, music’s role in
social change, cultural connections, and the American Songbook.

If music inspires you and you’d enjoy sharing your passion with others, this is

a great opportunity to try teaching without committing to a full course.

Interested? Contact Larry Gondelman at larrygondelman@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE: OPENINGS IN STEM & LITERATURE

OLLI’s Curriculum Committee is seeking two OLLI members with a background
or interest in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
or Literature who would be interested in joining the committee. Each new
member would work alongside a current committee member to help oversee
one of these subject areas.

The Curriculum Committee is responsible for OLLI’s core mission of providing
members with the highest caliber of courses. Committee members plan and
review the academic programming for fall, spring, and February Shorts; recruit
both new and previous study group leaders; and solicit proposals in their
subject area. Members attend six meetings a year (from Sept-May) and work
outside of meetings on study group leader recruitment.

An orientation is provided for new committee members. If you're interested in
being considered for this volunteer role, or have any questions, please e-mail

olli@american.edu.

LECTURES

FALL LECTURE SERIES

Registration is required for all in-person lectures and will open at 10:00

AM on the Friday before each lecture. The registration link will be included in
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that day’s newsletter. Each registrant may reserve up to two seats, and all
attendees must be listed on the registration. To guarantee your seat, please
arrive and be seated at least five minutes before the lecture begins. Fall
lectures will be held at OLLI, 4801 Massachusetts Ave. NW, in Room A
on the first floor, except for today's lecture, which will be held in room

602 on the 6th floor. View the full speaker bios here.

TODAY'S LECTURE: REGISTRATION FULL

Dennis Ross, The Iran War & the Failure of Statecraft

Friday, October 9

1:30-2:30 PM

Room Change: Rm 602, 6th Floor

Today's lecture is full. We're grateful for the tremendous interest.
Unfortunately, due to the capacity of the lecture room (Rm 602 on 6th floor),

we will not be able to admit individuals from the waitlist.

NEXT WEEK'S LECTURE

Peter Buck Feller, The Last Gasp
of William Schwartzfeller: Soviet
Espionage and the Cruelties of

Stalin’s Gulags

LCL

LAST hsk Friday, October 16

WAL SCTAITELEL

1:30-2:30 PM
In-Person at OLLI

Peter Buck Feller is a retired
international trade lawyer and
independent historian with a
particular interest in Soviet espionage
and the Stalinist gulag system. He is
the author of US Customs and
International Trade Law Guide and
has published articles in Foreign
Policy and The Pennsylvania Gazette.
He holds degrees from the University
of Pennsylvania, American University
Washington College of Law, and
George Washington University Law
School.

Peter's book, The Last Gasp of

William Schwartzfeller: Soviet


https://www.olli-dc.org/fall_2026_lectures

Espionage and the Cruelties of
Stalin’s Gulags, will be available for
purchase and signing immediately

following the lecture.

OLLI EVENTS

HAPPY HOURS
A happy hour will take place each Friday after the lecture (about 2:30 PM) at
Pizzeria Paradiso across the street from OLLI. There is space for up to 25

people. Each person pays their own way. Registration is encouraged, but not

REGISTER

required.

OLLI LUNCH CLUB
12:00 PM
Millie's Restaurant | Registration Required

Wednesday, October 21



https://www.olli-dc.org/events/FallLecture1016
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Thursday, November 5

Monday, November 16

The OLLI Lunch Club will hold its next luncheon of the fall semester

on Wednesday, October 21 at 12:00 PM at Millie's Restaurant across the
street from OLLI. This is a great way to meet other OLLI members. There is
space for up to 20 people. Each person pays their own way. Please register

using the links above.

SERENDIPITY TALKS

Michael W. Farrell, Memory Suppressed and Awakened: W.G. Sebald’s
Shoah Novel Austerlitz

Monday, October 12

3:30-4:30 PM

Online

The writer W.G Sebald, according to the New York Review of Books, "stands
with Primo Levi as the prime speaker of the Holocaust." This talk deals with
Sebald’s magnum opus, Austerlitz. It tells of Jacques Austerlitz, adopted by
Welsh parents after escaping Nazi Europe via a child transport, who passes
nearly his entire adult life trying to obliterate the memories of his earliest years
as the child of Jewish parents in Prague.

Michael W. Farrell, a previous Serendipity presenter at OLLI on the novelists
Henry James and Thomas Mann, is a retired appellate judge and former chair of
the English and German departments at Georgetown Preparatory School.

The Shoah writings of the late 20th-century German-English writer W.G. Sebald

are of particular interest to him.

Mark Gottlieb, Planning for Medicare Annual Enroliment: Know Your
Options

Monday, October 19

3:30-5:00 PM

Online

As the annual enrollment period approaches, the Medicare population gets
bombarded with promotional materials from a large number of companies.
These materials, as well as tv ads, can be confusing and misleading. Study
Group Leader Mark Gottlieb has developed this program that sets forth the main
components of Medicare and the many supplemental products available to
maximize coverage, including all of the Medicare Advantage and Prescription

Drug plans newly approved by Medicare for 2026.


https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch110526
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch111626
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch111626

Mark Gottlieb is an independent insurance broker specializing in helping

seniors and families prepare for the financial impact of long-term care and

chronic illness. With a background in health services and over 25 years in

insurance, Mark is passionate about helping people protect their financial

security and peace of mind. He has taught "Long-Term Care Expenses in

Retirement" at OLLI for five summers.

No registration is required for Serendipities. The Zoom link will be emailed

to all those subscribed to the OLLI newsletter the morning of each talk. If you

do not receive the newsletter and would like to attend, please join the email list

at https://www.olli-dc.org/join_email_list.

% fme MINDS

& OLLI at AU

Poetry
- Write Day

FREE MINDS POETRY WRITE DAY
Tuesday, October 27

1:00-2:30 PM

Location: TBD

OLLI and the local nonprofit Free
Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop
are excited to co-sponsor our 8th
"Free Minds Poetry Write Day."

Free Minds conducts literacy
programs, including poetry classes,
for incarcerated youth in DC. They
will provide us with a packet of
poems written by incarcerated young
men for us to read and provide
comments.

We are seeking a community of 20-
25 OLLI members who will give the
youth's poetry encouraging
comments. Providing feedback on
these poems is an enjoyable
community activity and a great way
to show these youth that others
respect their work and appreciate

their dedication.

MORE INFO/REGISTER
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OLLI CONCERT SERIES:
WASHINGTON DOUGLASS
CHORALE

Katzen Arts Center: Abramson
Family Recital Hall, 4400

Massachusetts Ave. NW

Friday, November 13

4:30-6:00 PM

FREE | Registration Required |
Light refreshments following
performance

Please join us for the second event of
the OLLI Concert Series, featuring the
Washington Douglass Chorale.
They will perform a special preview of
their holiday concert, "Do You Hear
What I Hear?" Don't miss this
wonderful opportunity to experience

one of Washington's premiere

chorales.

MORE INFO/REGISTER

HILLWOOD MANSION IN
HOLIDAY SPLENDOR TOUR
4155 Linnean Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20008
Thursday, December 10
10:15-11:30 AM

Registration Required | Tickets
$35/person | No Refunds
Experience Hillwood Estate, Museum
& Gardens at one of the most
beautiful times of the year. During the
holiday season, Marjorie Merriweather
Post's magnificent mansion takes on
an added brightness and warmth,

with festive seasonal decorations


https://www.olli-dc.org/events/musicseries111326

enhancing its elegant rooms and

extraordinary collections.

MORE INFO/REGISTER

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University is an association of, by, and for
the people in the Washington, DC area who wish to continue to study and learn.
OLLI at AU is dedicated to the proposition that learning is a lifelong process and that curiosity
never retires.

Web: www.olli-dc.org | Phone: 202-895-4860 | E-mail: olli@american.edu
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Tony Long, Executive Director
Lesley Diaz, Director of Academic Programming
Lisa Olson, Director of Operations and Projects
Jesse Williams, Operations Manager
Annabel McClure, Programs and Projects Coordinator
Lauren Petrillo, Administrative Coordinator
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