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Serendipity

UPDATES

FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL
We are thrilled to share that OLLI at AU SGL, Elizabeth "Liz" Shelton has

authored an article in the September/October issue of the Foreign Service

Journal. Read the full piece here: Curiosity Never Retires: Why Lifelong

Learning_Should Be in Your Future.

The article highlights the value of lifelong learning and features stories from

members—including contributors John Bargeron and Xenia Wilkinson—about


https://www.olli-dc.org/abcs_of_olli
https://www.olli-dc.org/parking
https://www.olli-dc.org/view_all_study_groups
https://www.olli-dc.org/events
https://www.olli-dc.org/olli_newsletter
http://www.olli-dc.org/
mailto:olli@american.edu
https://afsa.org/fsj/foreign-service-journal/curiosity-never-retires-why-lifelong-learning-should-be-your-future
https://afsa.org/fsj/foreign-service-journal/curiosity-never-retires-why-lifelong-learning-should-be-your-future

how they joined OLLI at AU and how the experience has enriched their lives.

Please feel free to share this widely with your networks!

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

E __\§ FALL REGISTRATION IS STILL
5 There is still time to register for the
fall semester or add another class!
You can see the status of each (open
or closed) on the OLLI website. The
membership fee ($330 for the
semester or $600 for both fall and
spring) allows you to sign up for three
courses before the lottery. Now that

the lottery has passed, you can add a

fourth by logging into your account.

The deadline to add/drop classes

or request a refund is October 9.

REGISTER

NEW MEMBER 10% DISCOUNT

Are you, or someone you know, new to OLLI or thinking about coming back
after taking a break? Use the button below to register for the fall semester or
share it with a friend. A 10% discount will be applied for those who are new or
who have not taken classes in five or more years. Click "Register for Study

Groups" and then log in or create an account. You will see the discount when

FALL DISCOUNT

paying for the session.

FALL CATALOG CHANGES

Class changes are available on the fall catalog changes page of the OLLI

website and are updated as they occur.

FALL BOOK LIST
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Most fall semester books are available through Politics and Prose bookstore at
5015 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008. Politics and Prose offers

OLLI members a 10% discount on books for courses. Here is the list of fall

semester books that are not available at Politics and Prose, or available, but

with special circumstances.

CLASS HANDOUTS AND RECORDINGS
Most classes during the fall semester are being recorded. One of the benefits of
taking classes during a particular session is access to ALL recordings for that

session, not only the ones for which you're registered. Fall recordings and fall

handouts are listed under "Classes," and then "Semesters/Minis" (see image
below). Each day's recordings during the semester are posted the following
business day. You must first log into your member account in order to view
recordings and handouts. Both are available for viewing until two weeks past

the end of the session.

ELUmE Lauren: - Lugun TERLIIEE A A A

eI
OSHER
LIFELONG e
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

at American University
Washington, DC

HOME ABOUT = MEMBERSHIP = CLASSES MEDIA = CONTACT
v v v v v

Types of Classes

- Ler
Semesters/Minis View/Register Fall Semester il
Catalog Archive Catalog Edits/Changes fmester! The
Become an Instructor ~ Fall 2026 Handouts fins from Sept. 28-

L3
Eall 2026 Recordings

| View classes/register using the button
i below. The last day to add/drop is
| Friday, Oct. 9.

REGISTER >

CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENTS
Click on the image below to view classroom information. The room assignments
will also be on signs in each elevator lobby of the parking garage, in the main
lobby on the first floor, and as you walk out of the elevator on the 5th floor.
1st Floor

= Room A

= Room 100

= Room 166
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5th Floor
= Rooms 1-6
= Room 519
= Room 545
= Social Space
= OLLI office
6th Floor
= Room 602

OLLI FALL 2026 CLASS LOCATIONS

OLLI office and Social Space: 5th Floor

MONDAY 9:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A How To Listen To Jazz

5th fi/Rm 1 Thinking About Learning

5th fi/Rm 2 Corporate Scandals & Strategy
Sth fl/Rm 3 Unleash Inner Comic Voice
Sthfl/Rm 5 Reconstruction

5th fi/Rm & Meditation Class

MONDAY 11:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A Morocco: A Cultural History
5th fi/Rm 1 The Poetry of Robert Frost
5th fi/Rm 3 Understanding Families
Sth fi/Rm 5 America’s Great lllustrators
5th fi/Rm & Here There Be Dragons!

MONDAY 1:45 PM

1stfl/Rm A Survey of Great Russian
(Composers: Part 1

1st fi/Rm 100 O Canadal History & Culture

5th fi/Rm 1 Challenges Facing Public
Schools

Sth fi/Rm 2 UN Charter and Peacekeeping

Sth fi/Rm 4 Conversation en Frangais

5th fi/Rm 6 Understanding Medicare

TUESDAY 9:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A Perspectives on Congress

S5th fl/Rm 1 Poetry Craftshop (Section A)
5th fl/Rm 2 Reading Sanskrit

5th fl/Rm 3 The Novels of Cormac McCarthy
5th fl/Rm 4 Latin for Developing Translators
5th fl/Rm 5 Nuremberg: Trial and Legacy
5th fl/Rm 6 Trauma'’s Role In Conflict

TUESDAY 11:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A The World of Classical Music
5thfl/Rm 2 American Furniture: 1650-1840
5th fl/Rm 519 The History of Money
5thfl/Rm 6 It's a Wonderful Life

TUESDAY 1:45 PM

1stfl/Rm A Natural History of Maryland,
Virginia, and DC

1stfl/Rm 166 Charles Dickens'Little Dorrit

5th fl/Rm 3 Current Events & Public Palicy Il

5th fl/Rm 5 Today’s Supreme Court

WEDNESDAY 9:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A Thinking About Improving Gov't

Sthfl/Rm 1 Anesthesia: A Practitioner's
Perspective

5thfl/Rm 3 Issues in Medical Ethics

Sthfl/Rm 5 How Literature and Drama Can
llluminate Politics and Gov't

5thfl/fRm 545 Current Events & Public Policy |

5thfl/Rm 6 Exploration of Time

WEDNESDAY 11:45 AM
1stfl/Rm A TV Variety Shows
5thfl/Rm 1 Poetry Craftshop (Section B)
5th fl/Rm 2 Italian: Beginner Level 1
5thfl/Rm 3 Evaluating Claims in a World

of Data
5thfl/Rm 4 Develop a Photographer's Eye
5thfl/Rm 5 “Deep Dive” into Apocalypse Now
5thfl/Rm 6 Conversation Avancée o

WEDNESDAY 1:45 PM
1stfl/Rm A Threats to American Democracy
1stfl/Rm 100 What is Truth?

5thfl/Rm 2 Intermediate Italian

Sthfl/Rm 5 Supreme Court Cases

THURSDAY 9:45 AM

1st fl/Rm A Wagner’s Die Meistersinger

5th fi/Rm 3 La Revolucion Mexicana

5th fl/Rm 5 The USA at 25

5th fl/Rm 6 Jewelry Through the Ages 49/g

THURSDAY 11:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A The Psychology of Happiness

5th fl/Rm 1 Genre Writing Workshop

5th fl/Rm 3 Six Situations that Shaped Nation
5th fi/Rm 5 China’s 20th-Century Revolutions
5th fl/Rm 6 Intermediate German: PartV

THURSDAY 1:45 PM

1stfl/Rm A Japan's Early History

5thfilRm 1 Low Intermediate Spanish

5th fi/Rm 3 Learning to Look at Ballet 15
Sth fl/Rm 2 Children’s Book Writing Wkshop
5thfi/Rm § Exploring History of the Amazon

FRIDAY 9:45 AM

1stfl/Rm A Five Empires, Five Centuries
1stfl/Rm 100 Essential Tech Literacy

Sth fl/Rm 1 Building Nuclear Warheads
5th fl/Rm 2 Washington’s Soldiers

Sth fl/Rm 519 The Bible as an Antholagy
Sthfl/Rm 6 Medical Qigong

FRIDAY 11:45 AM

1stfi/Rm A America Through Film
5thfl/Rm 1 Science and Public Policy
5thfl/Rm 2 Beginning Italian: Part 2

5th fl/fRm 4 Spanish Level 1: Part il 10/16
5thfl/Rm 5 Montgomery (County) Montage
5thfl/Rm 519 Hellenistic Philosophy

5th fl/Rm 602 Art Fraud

Lectures are on Fridays from
1:30-2:30 PM in-person, in
Room A. Registration is required
forin-person lectures.

In accordance with AU's “Good Neighbor Policy,” all members are required to park in the building’s garage while attending OLLI.

FALL LECTURE SERIES

LECTURES

Registration is required for all in-person lectures and will open at 10:00

AM on the Friday before each lecture. The registration link will be included in

that day’s newsletter. Each registrant may reserve up to two seats, and all

attendees must be listed on the registration. To guarantee your seat, please

arrive and be seated at least five minutes before the lecture begins. Fall

lectures will be held at OLLI, 4801 Massachusetts Ave. NW, in Room A

on the first floor. View the full speaker bios here.
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NEXT WEEK'S LECTURE

Bob Blaemire, Unforced Errors: 15
Bad Decisions That Changed
American History

Friday, October 2

1:30-2:30 PM

In-Person at OLLI

Robert Blaemire began his political

career in 1967 with Senator Birch
Bayh (D-IN), eventually serving as
his Office Manager and Executive
Assistant. He later founded Blaemire
Communications, a political computer
services firm serving Democratic
campaigns and progressive
organizations nationwide. The
company was acquired by Catalist in
2007, where he remained until 2016
before turning to consulting and
writing.

Bob's book, Unforced Errors: 15
Bad Decisions That Changed
American History, will be available for

purchase and signing immediately

following the lecture.

REGISTER

OLLI does not endorse any of the viewpoints expressed by the speakers
in its series.

We thank the Lecture Committee and all those who suggested and contacted
speakers: Ellen Babby, Joe Belden, Tamara Belden, Helen Blank, Jim Blasiak,
Edward Cohen, David Flaxman (Co-Chair), Lisa Harper (Co-Chair), Jeanne Kent,
Lynn Lewis, Annabel McClure (staff liason), Irvin Nathan, Marc Pearl, and Paul
Vamvas.

OLLI EVENTS


https://www.olli-dc.org/events/FallLecture1002

FALL WINE AND CHEESE WELCOMER

What a wonderful way to welcome the new semester! Around 100 OLLI
members, both new and returning, gathered yesterday for an afternoon of food,
drinks, conversation, and connection at our Fall Wine & Cheese Welcomer.

Many thanks to Jeff Porter and the Social Committee for putting together such

a memorable event and helping us start the semester on a high note!

OLLI LUNCH CLUB
12:00 PM
Millie's Restaurant | Registration Required

Tuesday, October 6

Wednesday, October 21

Thursday, November 5

Monday, November 16



https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch100626
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch102126
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/ollilunch110526
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The OLLI Lunch Club will hold its next luncheon of the fall semester on
Tuesday, October 6 at 12:00 PM at Pizzeria Paradiso across the street
from OLLI. This is a great way for new and existing OLLI members to meet each
prior as the semester continues. There is space for up to 12 people. Each person

pays their own way. Please register using the links above.

SERENDIPITY TALKS

Michael W. Farrell, Memory Suppressed and Awakened: W.G. Sebald’s
Shoah Novel Austerlitz

Monday, October 12

3:30-4:30 PM

Online

The writer W.G Sebald, according to the New York Review of Books, "stands
with Primo Levi as the prime speaker of the Holocaust." This talk deals with
Sebald’s magnum opus, Austerlitz. It tells of Jacques Austerlitz, adopted by
Welsh parents after escaping Nazi Europe via a child transport, who passes
nearly his entire adult life trying to obliterate the memories of his earliest years
as the child of Jewish parents in Prague.

Michael W. Farrell, a previous Serendipity presenter at OLLI on the novelists
Henry James and Thomas Mann, is a retired appellate judge and former chair of
the English and German departments at Georgetown Preparatory School.

The Shoah writings of the late 20th-century German-English writer W.G. Sebald

are of particular interest to him.

Mark Gottlieb, Planning for Medicare Annual Enroliment: Know Your
Options
Monday, October 19
3:30-5:00 PM
Online
As the annual enrollment period approaches, the Medicare population gets
bombarded with promotional materials from a large number of companies.
These materials, as well as tv ads, can be confusing and misleading. Study
Group Leader Mark Gottlieb has developed this program that sets forth the main
components of Medicare and the many supplemental products available to
maximize coverage, including all of the Medicare Advantage and Prescription
Drug plans newly approved by Medicare for 2026.

Mark Gottlieb is an independent insurance broker specializing in helping
seniors and families prepare for the financial impact of long-term care and

chronic illness. With a background in health services and over 25 years in



insurance, Mark is passionate about helping people protect their financial
security and peace of mind. He has taught "Long-Term Care Expenses in

Retirement" at OLLI for five summers.

No registration is required for Serendipities. The Zoom link will be emailed
to all those subscribed to the OLLI newsletter the morning of each talk. If you
do not receive the newsletter and would like to attend, please join the email list

at https://www.olli-dc.org/join_email_list.

HILLWOOD MANSION IN
HOLIDAY SPLENDOR TOUR
4155 Linnean Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20008
Thursday, December 10
10:15-11:30 AM

Registration Required | Tickets
$35/person | No Refunds
Experience Hillwood Estate, Museum
& Gardens at one of the most
beautiful times of the year. During the
holiday season, Marjorie Merriweather
Post's magnificent mansion takes on
an added brightness and warmth,
with festive seasonal decorations
enhancing its elegant rooms and

extraordinary collections.

MORE INFO/REGISTER

OLLI PODCAST

Listen to episodes from OLLI at AU's podcast, Curiosity Never Retires.

This series provides information about some of the wonderful courses and
people at the heart of our OLLI at AU, while sparking curiosity and maybe a
conversation or two. At CNR, we believe there’s never a good time to stop

learning or laughing.
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Jeff Porter, Kris Taylor, and
Barbara Rosen, Community
Building

The Social Committee provides
opportunities for members to socialize,

meet new people, and build

relationships outside the classroom.
The committee plans a variety of
activities and gatherings throughout

each academic session.

Ellen Stanton, O Canada!

Ellen Stanton served as an educator at
the US Capitol Visitor Center and as
lead historical interpreter at George
Washington's Mount Vernon. For
several years, she was chair of the

Historic Alexandria Resources

Commission. For more than ten years,
she has facilitated classes at the OLLI
programs at the University of Denver
and American University. Ellen is a
graduate of Manhattanville College and
received an MSW from the University

at Albany, SUNY.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University is an association of, by, and for
the people in the Washington, DC area who wish to continue to study and learn.
OLLI at AU is dedicated to the proposition that learning is a lifelong process and that curiosity
never retires.

Web: www.olli-dc.org | Phone: 202-895-4860 | E-mail: olli@american.edu
Location: 4801 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Mail: 4400 Massachusetts Ave NW | Washington, DC 20016

Tony Long, Executive Director
Lesley Diaz, Director of Academic Programming
Lisa Olson, Director of Operations and Projects
Jesse Williams, Operations Manager
Annabel McClure, Programs and Projects Coordinator
Lauren Petrillo, Administrative Coordinator

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}
You've received it because you've subscribed to our newsletter.
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