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UPDATES

HOLIDAY HOURS & REMOTE WORK 

Please note that the office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in observance of

Memorial Day. The OLLI staff will continue working remotely through Tuesday,

May 26. We will still be reachable by phone and email during operating hours.

We will be back in the office as usual starting Wednesday, May 27.

SGL APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

Last Thursday, OLLI held a luncheon to honor our February and spring Study

Group Leaders. Marianne Soponis, Chair of the Curriculum Committee, did a
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fantastic job organizing and hosting this event for our SGLs. 

   We got to hear from Board Chair Lesley Rubinger, who eloquently spoke of the

gratitude we have for SGLs and their hard work and dedication. Thank you,

Lesley, for always finding the right words to express our admiration of OLLI's

finest.

   We thank our SGLs for their generosity of time, talent, and passion—they are

the heart of our OLLI at AU community.

SUMMER AU SHUTTLE SCHEDULE

Starting Monday, May 11, OLLI members will have access to AU's OnDemand

transportation vans due to the Red Express Shuttle pausing services over

summer break. Whether you are arriving at Tenleytown Metro or leaving your

OLLI class from the Spring Valley Building, look for the white vans with the AU

logo stationed at both stops during the dedicated times below. Give the driver

your name to be signed in as a walk-on. This service will be available for both

May lectures, the June Minis, and the July Shorts. 

   If you need an OnDemand van outside of these dedicated times, please call

AU Shuttle Services at (202) 885-3631 or (202) 534-7077. More

information can be found on the AU Shuttle Services Website. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING

June Minis (June 1-26)

https://www.american.edu/finance/transportation/shuttle.cfm#red-express-route


Although the June lottery took place on Wednesday, there is still time to

register for classes! June Minis meet once a week for four weeks, either in-

person or online. Now that the lottery has passed, you can add a fourth class by

logging into your account online. The deadline to add/drop classes or

request a refund is Friday, June 5.

REGISTER

July Shorts (July 6-10)

July Shorts meet 2-5 times during one week, either in-person or online.

Members can select up to three courses before the lottery for $100. After the

lottery, members can add however many classes fit in their schedule. The July

Shorts lottery will be held on Wednesday, June 24.

REGISTER

SUMMER BOOK LIST

Most June Minis and July Shorts books are available through Politics and Prose

bookstore at 5015 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20008. Politics and

Prose offers OLLI members a 10% discount on books for courses. Below is a list

books for each summer session that are not available at Politics and Prose.

 

June Minis - Not Available

1600 Mannheimer Begegnungen

1610 Persuasion

1630 Ulysses

1650 Experience Poems and Pictures: Poems that Paint Pictures that Speak

1740 Choosing Sides

July Shorts - Not Available

960 Mannheimer Begegnungen

NEW MEMBER 10% DISCOUNT

Are you new to OLLI or thinking about coming back after taking a break? Use

one of the buttons below to register for either summer session. A 10% discount

will be applied for those who are new or who have not taken classes in five or

more years. Click "Choose Lottery Selections" and then log in or create an

account. You will see the discount when paying for the semester.
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JUNE MINIS DISCOUNT JULY SHORTS DISCOUNT

OLLI AT CMU JUNE CLASSES

We are excited to continue our joint program with the OLLI at Carnegie Mellon

University in Pittsburgh. Susan Hansen's "Taxation And Democracy" and

Kathleen Dixon Donnelly's "Such Friends: The Stein Family Salons In

Paris" courses from CMU will be available to OLLI at AU members. Members

interested in the courses can register for them as part of the typical June Minis

registration process.

1110: Taxation And Democracy

Susan Hansen

2 Tuesdays (10:45 AM-12:15 PM)

June 23 & June 30 

Online

View more info. 

1580: Such Friends: The Stein Family Salons In Paris

Kathleen Dixon Donnelly

2 Wednesdays (12:45 PM-2:15 PM)

June 24 & July 1

Online

View more info.

BE AN AMBASSADOR FOR OLLI! 

Membership growth is an important part of keeping OLLI strong, and word of

mouth is our most effective recruiting tool. As we get ready for June, July, and

fall registration, the OLLI membership committee encourages members to tell

their friends and neighbors all about OLLI! Encourage them to check out the

OLLI website and listen to our podcast series, “Curiosity Never Retires,”

where they can learn about our wonderful courses and SGLs. Another way to

spread the word is wearing the OLLI jacket; you would be surprised how many

people ask you about OLLI. If you know of an apartment complex, village, or

community group that might be interested in OLLI, please contact the office. We

will provide you with materials you can use to promote our program!
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MAY LECTURES

Next week's lectures will be held at OLLI: 4801 Massachusetts Ave. NW, in

Room A on the first floor. They are on Wednesday, May 27 and Friday, May

29 from 1:30-2:30 PM. Lectures are free and open to the public, but

registration is required.

LECTURES

MAY 27 LECTURE

David Stewart, The Democracy

We Must Keep: Seven Founders,

Nine Documents, and the Ideas

That Shaped America

Wednesday, May 27

1:30 PM

In-Person at OLLI

After many years as a trial and

appellate lawyer, David O. Stewart

has published eleven award-winning

and best-selling books of history and

historical novels. In 2023, he received

the Lifetime Achievement Award of

the Washington Independent Review

of Books. Read More

   Stewart's new book, The

Democracy We Must Keep: Seven

Founders, Nine Documents, and the

Ideas That Shaped America will be

available for purchase and signing

immediately following the lecture.

REGISTER

https://www.olli-dc.org/events/Maylecture52726
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/Maylecture52726


MAY 29 LECTURE

Robert Greenstein, Poverty and

the U.S. Safety Net Over the Past

Half-Century and Where to Go

from Here

Friday, May 29

1:30 PM

In-Person at OLLI

Robert Greenstein founded and led

the Center on Budget and Policy

Priorities for 40 years, focusing on

federal fiscal policy and programs for

people with low and moderate

incomes. Read More

REGISTER

OLLI EVENTS

SERENDIPITY TALK

Jonatan Shimshoni, Israel Now: From Existential Crisis to Opportunity

Monday, June 1 | 3:30-4:45 PM

Online via Zoom

Brigadier General Jonatan Shimshoni will discuss the difficult challenges that

Israel faces given the conflict in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Iran. He

will offer a way forward that has the potential to lead to a peaceful, secure, and

democratic Israel integrated into the Middle East.

No registration is required. The Zoom link will be e-mailed to all those

subscribed to the OLLI newsletter the morning of the talk.

https://www.olli-dc.org/events/Maylecture52926
https://www.olli-dc.org/events/Maylecture52926


BLOOMSDAY 2026

Tuesday, June 16

1:45-4:15 PM

In-Person at OLLI

Room TDB

OLLI will celebrate the day that the novel

Ulysses took place in 1904 with readings

of passages from the works of Joyce and

writers who influenced or were 

influenced by him (particularly T.S. Eliot, also Chaucer, Ibsen, David Eagleman,

George Carlin, Woody Allen). The event will be followed by a cast party to which

all are welcome. This event is free of charge but registration is required.

Link to Script of Reading Highlights 

REGISTER

AU EVENTS

250+ AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

The 250+ at American initiative offers

a year of multidisciplinary programs

that invite AU's  community to reflect

on the nation’s past, engage in the

present, and imagine the future. More

Info/Events.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at American University is an association of, by, and for

the people in the Washington, DC area who wish to continue to study and learn.

OLLI at AU is dedicated to the proposition that learning is a lifelong process and that curiosity

never retires.
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Tony Long, Executive Director

Lesley Diaz, Director of Academic Programming

Lisa Olson, Director of Operations and Projects

Jesse Williams, Operations Manager

Annabel McClure, Programs and Projects Coordinator

Andrew Smith, Operations Assistant

Lauren Petrillo, Administrative Coordinator
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