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Dedicated to the proposition that learning
is a lifelong process
and that curiosity never retires



OUR HISTORY

Originally established in 1982 as the
Institute for Learning in Retirement,

as part of the Continuing Education
Department of American University,
OLLI at AU was invited to become an
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute in
2005. As a member of the larger Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute network,
we are one of 122 institutes nationwide
funded in part by the Bernard Osher
Foundation dedicated to educational
opportunities for seasoned learners.



OUR ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The heart of OLLI at AU is its academic program. Classes
(study groups) are led by OLLI members, American
University faculty, scholars from other institutions, and
experts from Washington’s think tanks and public policy
organizations. Classes range in size from 110 in lecture
halls to 10 in small discussion groups. Nearly 100 eight- to
ten-week study groups were offered in each Fall and Spring

semester with an additional
43 shorter format classes
offered in the intersessions.

All study group leaders are

volunteers who generously
give their expertise, time,
and talent in support of
lifelong learning. In addition

to renowned scholars drawn
from the university community and organizations such as the
Wilson Center and the Middle East Institute, the OLLI at AU
faculty includes members who themselves have distinguished
backgrounds. Whether an award-winning cancer researcher,
a senior World Bank economist, a Plato scholar, or a

former museum director, OLLI study group leaders bring a
remarkable arsenal of professional success and intellectual
firepower to their classrooms. Their equally diverse study
group offerings range from Great Moments in Physics to
The Fall and Rise of Modern China and from Lorenzo the
Magnificent to James Joyce’s “Dubliners.”

The August 2016 move into the Spring Valley Building gave
OLLI at AU year-round access to its classrooms. Last year,
for the first time, classes were held in June, and this summer a
July program was added to the academic calendar.



LECTURES THAT INFORM AND INSPIRE

OLLI lectures feature leading figures in the arts, literature,
public policy, and the sciences. During the 2017-2018 fiscal
year, 27 lectures were offered free as a benefit to OLLI

members. On a space- B
. .Il %

available basis they are also

used as a recruitment tool ) e
and an opportunity for non- Fig g '
members to sample OLLI = -

programming. =

Lecturers during the past year
included:

= Dr. Anthony Fauci,
Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Disease;

= Deborah Rutter, President of the John E Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts;

= Stuart Eizenstat, biographer of President Jimmy Carter;

= Alice Rivlin, founding director of the Congressional
Budget office and chair of the “DC Control Board”;

= A’Lelia Bundles, great granddaughter and biographer of
Madam C.]. Walker;

= Anthony Williams, former DC Mayor; and
» Azar Nafisi, author of Reading Lolita in Tebran.

2017-2018 FINANCIAL REPORT

In recent years OLLI at AU has transformed from a modest
volunteer organization into a much larger, modern nonprofit
with all the attendant requirements: more staff and benefits,
technology, financial and legal advice, facilities, etc. The move
into the Spring Valley Building came with moving costs,
higher rent, and capital investments such as hearing loops.
Expenses climbed while income did not keep pace, requiring
us to dip into our reserve funds.



We began the 2017-2018
fiscal year with a budget
deficit: member tuition was
projected to cover less than
70 percent of total expenses
of $902,800. Earnings from
two investment sources—
an American University
endowment established

by the Bernard Osher
Foundation for the benefit of OLLI at AU and the Friends
of OLLI Fund, an investment account owned by OLLI at
AU—together were expected to cover another 15 percent of
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expenses. The funding gap
was substantially filled by
donations from generous
OLLI members and friends.

The 2018-2019 budget
reflects a far more
sustainable model.
Expanding our academic

year to include June and
July will raise revenue, while reducing outlays for capital
investments will lower expenses, thus once again putting the
OLLI at AU budget into balance as it has historically been
prior to our recent move.

A CULTURE OF GIVING

During the past year, OLLI at AU established an ongoing
fundraising program. The effort, launched in June 2017,
is designed to:

= Support core programs while keeping tuition affordable;
* Fund special initiatives; and
= Grow the Friends of OLLI Fund for future needs.

The response by OLLI at AU members and friends has been
extraordinary with nearly $174,000 given and pledged in
2017-2018. Their generosity now supports scholarships

for OLLI members in need, professional enhancement for
staff, new technology, and cultural and social programs. In
addition to the unrestricted Friends of OLLI Fund, three new
funds were established that also welcome additional support:

* The Alfred E. and Sylvia K. Brown Memorial Fund,
honoring two founding members of OLLI at AU, sponsors
special programs such as volunteer appreciation events
and holiday parties.






6

= The Anne N. Wallace Fund, established in honor of
our former Executive Director, supports development
and training.
= Scholarship funds for members who need financial assistance
were provided this year by the law firm of Zuckert, Scoutt
& Rasenberger in honor of Raymond J. Rasenberger and the
Posner-Wallace Foundation in memory of Lillian K. Posner-
Wiallace. The Zuckert, Scoutt

& Rasenberger gift provides
for five years of funding.

LISTEN UP,
LIFELONG LEARNERS!

During the past year and
funded by the Friends of
OLLI Fund, hearing loops
have been installed in all
OLLI classrooms. Considered the most effective assistive

listening system, hearing loops significantly improve hearing
for individuals with hearing loss, which afflicts one out of
three people by age 65, OLLI’s core membership.

Now that all six of our smaller classrooms have been outfitted
with loops, a similar installation in our large lecture hall on
the lobby level is a fundraising goal in the coming year.

“The hearing loop project is a major success for those of us
with hearing difficulties.... It makes a huge difference.”
— OLLI MEMBER

STRENGTHENING THE RELATIONSHIP
WITH AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

Establishing our new home in American University’s

Spring Valley Building has helped strengthen OLLI ties to
the university. During the past year, AU faculty members
have generously given lectures, led study groups, and
team-taught some of the most sought-after courses for OLLI
lifelong learners.



In the Fall 2017 semester, AU’s renowned School of Public
Affairs offered a weekly class on Contemporary Issues in
Law, Government, and Policy to packed OLLI lecture halls.

In the Spring 2018 semester, the highly regarded School of
International Service attracted a similar following for its
nine-week course on Foreign Policy Challenges of 2018.

For the first time this year, the American University
Departments of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics assembled
their faculty talent to present a series of classes addressing
transformational topics in the sciences.

For its part, OLLI at AU this
year established a highly
successful collaboration with

the university’s International
Accelerator program. The
program helps international
undergraduate and graduate
students transition to the

3 US university system and
brldges gaps in language, culture, and academics. In Spring
2018, a pilot program paired 14 international graduate
students (shown above) with an OLLI member for English-
language conversation and cultural exchange. Each pair
developed its own relationship: meeting in coffee shops,
sharing dinners in OLLI members’ homes, celebrating family
holidays, exploring Washington, DC, etc. The partnership
received high marks from the university, students, and OLLI
members and will expand in the coming year.

“My partner was a great belp with my academic,

psychological, and emotional issues.”
— AU STUDENT

“There was an ease about our interactions that grew into

a real friendship.” — OLLI PARTICIPANT

~



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

In the Fall of 2017, the OLLI at AU Board of Directors
began work on a five-year strategic plan. The Board
analyzed the long-term growth potential of its membership
and programs and the impact of that growth on space and
financial stability. Guiding the effort was a commitment to
an ambitious academic program and a vibrant intellectual
community for lifelong learners that is affordable and
financially sustainable.

In a competitive process, OLLI at AU was selected by
Compass, a strategic consulting service that provides pro bono
management advice to nonprofit clients in the Washington, DC

OLLI AT AU STRATEGIC GOALS

Providing for future membership and program
growth by extending our academic calendar and
maximizing use of our classroom space in the Spring
Valley Building;

Strengthening and refreshing the academic program
with an expanded faculty and curriculum;

Strengthening ties with American University based
on the shared values of academic excellence, community
engagement, and organizational strength;

Ensuring long-term financial stability that keeps
pace with a growing membership, supports academic
excellence, and protects the Friends of OLLI Fund for
future needs;

Expanding the racial, ethnic, and socio-economic
diversity of OLLI at AU; and

Establishing a culture of giving that supports core
programs while keeping tuition affordable, funds
special initiatives, and grows the Friends of OLLI Fund
for future needs.



area. During their eight-
month engagement, nine
Compass consultants
(some shown at left)
provided program and
financial analysis, as well
as best practices culled
from comparable OLLIs
across the country. In

addition, members and
study group leaders had an opportunity to express their views
on the future direction of OLLI at AU through an extensive
survey as well as three focus groups conducted in April 2018.
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2017-2018 DONORS

Founding Donors
Barbara B. Brown and Carolyn B. Cirnitski

Founding Donors
Zuckert Scoutt Rasenberger

CHANGEMAKER

$5,000+

Anonymous

Carolyn S. Alper

Stanley Asrael

Myra and Jerome Barron

Jo Anne and Jack Friedenthal

Greenwold Family Foundation,
Elizabeth Greenwold

Tina Fried Heller

David Palmeter and Faith Tanney

Ellen and Bernard Young
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
and in celebration of Anne Wallace

LEADER

$2,500-%4,999
Anonymous

Lewis and Monique Cohen
Chuck and Sue Edson

Judith and Joel Havemann
Prudence P. and F. David Lake
Irwin and Grace Lebow
Stanley and Carol Newman

PATRON
$1,000-%$2,499
Anonymous (4)
John Chamberlain
Bob Coe
Ken and Osa Coffey
Stanley Cohen
Roger B. Cooper and

Doral Schweitzer Cooper
Susan and Peter Greif

Margaret and David Hensler
Erna and Michael Kerst
Arlene Kogod
Denise and Alexander Liebowitz
Tony Long
Daniel and Karen Mayers
Mark Nadel
Posner-Wallace Foundation
in memory of
Lillian K. Posner-Wallace
Carol Bird Ravenal
Nona Shepard
Kathy and Ralph Smith
Rachel Trinder
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Joan and Stanley Weiss
Marvin Weissberg

PARTNER
$500-%5999
Anonymous (2)
Michael and Nancy Jean Daniels
Charles Doty
Alice Goodman
Penny and Brock Hansen
Alan and Shawn Hausman
Gail and Ben Jacobs
Diana Jamieson
Jeanne Kent
Carol G. Levin
in memory of Peter J. Levin
Carol Light
Virginia W. Newmyer
Gerry Padwe
Kenneth and Chris Sale
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Peter Sherman
Carol Thompson
Paul and Susan Van Nice

FRIEND

$250-%$499

Anonymous (2)

Leopold Abraham IT and
Katherine N. Abraham

Joe and Ruth Bell

Joseph and Margaret Chachkin

Martha and Steven Cutts

Thomas and Annie-Claude
D’Agostino

Carol Epstein

Betty and Henry Guyot

Hope Harrington

Bob and Carol Hausman

Steve Herman

Phyllis H. Kline

Tomasina Lester

Geralyn Lobel

Lois Neuman

Elsa Newmyer

Theodora and Van Doorn Ooms

Geraldine Ostrove

Ray and Nancy Rasenberger

Anne and Henry Reich Family
Foundation, Lee and Trina
Rubenstein

Diane Renfroe

Carole Rogentine

Louise Sagalyn

Robert Shorb and Margot Semler
in memory of Ray Rasenberger

Judith Strauch

Elsa Williams
in memory of Ray Rasenberger

SUPPORTER
UP TO $249
Anonymous (52)
Anne Aaron
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Kathleen Adams
Judy Alden
The Antiques Study Group
in memory of Ray Rasenberger

Martin Auerbach
The Authors Guild
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Mary Bailey
Karen Baynard
Jean H. Beckhorn
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Carole and Henry Berman
Josh Berman
Craig Berrington
Fred Biery
Moira Black
Don and Nancy Bliss
Verna J. Boatwright
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Sidney and Elka Booth
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
John Bowen
William Brenner
Andrea Brown
John and Nancy Bryson
Frances Burka
Bill Burnham and Marcia Major
Paul Byers
Antonio Cafoncelli
Asimina Caminis
Mary Ann Carey
Thomas Carroll and
Charlotte Jones-Carroll
Dino Caterini
Mary Jane Checchi
Anne Clark
Joanne Cogar
Edward Cogen
Edwin I. Colodny
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Marion Fitch Connell
John Cooper
Linda Cotton
Bruce Crispell
Robert Croog
Margaret H. Cutler
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Donna Dana
Ruth Darmstadter
Mary DeOreo
James and Donna Devall
in memory of Ray Rasenberger



Jeffrey and Susan Drobis
Richard Edelson
Edward Ehrenberg
Duane Ekedahl
Diana Elkin
Stephen Elkin
Barbara Elkus
Linda Engel
Patricia Fagen
Gail Feldman
Naomi Felsenfeld
Matthew Fink Fund
Anne Fishman
Judith Fogt
Jay Freedman
Stuart Frisch and Robin Chernoff
Tom Fulcher
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Robert Gair
Jeanne Garofalo
Judy Gayer
in honor of Jo Anne and
Jack Friedenthal
Ann Gilbert
Peter Gilbert
Joy Gold
Marsha Gold
Tan Green
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Kenneth and Lilly Guenther
Rita Hadden
Courtney S. Hagner
James Halpern
Hanian Family Memorial Fund
Isis Hannallah
Andrea Harnett
Ange Hassinger
Deb Hastings
Eleanor Heginbotham
Diane Hellens
Naomi Heller
Jerry Herman
Don Herr
Catherine Hill
Catherine Hotvedt
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Helen Hovdesven
in memory of Ray Rasenberger

Enid Hyde
Hank and Joyce Johnson
Gregory Jones
Ted Kalick
Robert H. Kapp
Arthur Katz
Robert Keatley
Barbara Kerne
in honor of Sigmund Gordon
Gail Kohn
Linda Kohn
Heather Koslov
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Julian Kossow
Myra Kovey
William Kramer
Mary LaClair
Michael Landa
Samuel Lawrence
Elaine Learch
Michelle Leavy and
Stephen Grayson
Sandra and Arnold Leibowitz
Fred and Carol Levison
Lawrence Levit
Karen Gail Lewis
Lynn Lewis
Janet M. Lindgren
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Cindy Lisec
Patricia Lyon
Peggy MacKnight
Alvin Martin
Susan Martin
Sara Mazie
John McCarthy
Kathryn McDonnell
Deborah Mcllroy
Irene Mendelson
Peter Messitte
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Mary Fran Miklitsch
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Lawrence Miller
Caroline Mindel
Adrian Morchower
Anne Morrison
Patricia Moskof
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Daniel Moskowitz
Bob Motyka
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Natalie Mulitz
Robert Nelson
Barbara Norton
Elizabeth L. Nottingham
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
J. Dennis O’Connor
Daniel O’Flaherty
Judith Oppenheim
Joel Packer
Virginia Paige
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Richard R. Palmer
Dean Pineles and
Kristina Stahlbrand
Judith Plotz
Diane Polinger
Mary and John Poole
Karen and Aron Primack
Arnold Quint
Carl Rappaport
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Stuart Reiter
Carol Ridker
Markley Roberts
Eve and Richard Robins
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Barbara Rollinson
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Susan Rolnick
Lisa Roney
Irving Rosenthal
Suzanne Rosenthal
Therese Rousseau
Jerald Sachs
Lenore Sack
Douglas and Jean Saunders
Joyce Scall
Jane Schlaifer
Geane and Richard Schubert
Francie Schwartz

Phillip Schwartz
Barbara Searle
Edward Seroskie
Betsy Sherman
Kathryn Shore
Sandy Shulman
Arthur Siebens
Martin Silfen
Caroline Simon
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Lee Smith
Peggy Brooks Smith
Marianne and Clare Soponis
Judith Spector
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Stuart Stanmore
Richard Suisman
Michael Sumner
Diane and Wendel Swan
Harold Talisman
Susan Tannenbaum
Albert Taran
Joanne Teaney
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Gretchen Theobald
John Thorner
Susan Urofsky
Ruth and James Varney
in memory of Ray Rasenberger
Linda Veblen
Joyce Vialet
Anne N. Wallace
Edward Ward
Robert Watson
Alice Weinstein
Robert Weinstock
Elizabeth Welles
Betsy White
Mildred Kiefer Wurf
Machiko Yoshinaga
Shimeng Zhang
in celebration of Patrice Feinstein
Beverly Zweiben



Founding Donors

Anonymous (12)
Judy Alden
Carolyn S. Alper
David Arnaudo
Jane Bajbor
Myra and Jerome Barron
Lawrence Berlin
Susan Blacklow
Sue and Ben Boley
Sidney and Elka Booth
Giorgio Borgiotti
Ralph and Karen Buglass
Thomas Carroll and
Charlotte Jones-Carroll
Joseph and Margaret Chachkin
Bernice Chuku
Joanne Cogar
Willi Colino-Goodman
Marion Fitch Connell
Roger B. Cooper and
Doral Schweitzer Cooper
Martha and Steven Cutts
Thomas and Annie-Claude
D’Agostino
Michael and Nancy Jean Daniels
Harriet Dwinell
Penelope English
Jo Anne and Jack Friedenthal
Lena Steckel Frumin
Bob and Alice Goodman
Susan and Peter Greif
Ange Hassinger
Eleanor Heginbotham
Naomi Heller
Tina Fried Heller
Judith Hetherton
Enid Hyde
Marshall and Marian Jarrett
Hank and Joyce Johnson
Jeanne Kent
Sandra and Arnold Leibowitz
Denise and Alexander Liebowitz
Cindy Lisec
Patricia Lyon

Peggy MacKnight

Herbert Marks

Daniel and Karen Mayers
Mary Fran Miklitsch

Lori Milstein

Jessine Monaghan

George Morgan

Patricia Moskof

Natalie Mulitz

Ellen and Jim Myerberg
Stanley and Carol Newman
Gerry Padwe

Richard R. Palmer

David Palmeter and Faith Tanney
Louise Piazza

Jennifer and Stuart Pierson
Mary and John Poole

Carl Rappaport

Nancy Rasenberger

Carol Bird Ravenal
Jacques Read

Barbara Rollinson

Susan Rolnick

Therese Rousseau

Kristin Ruckdeschel
Daniel Sachs

Kenneth and Chris Sale
Douglas and Jean Saunders
Susan Schneider

Helen Schwartz

Donna Scriven

Marilyn Smith

Marianne and Clare Soponis
Judith Spector

Patricia Spector

Delbert Spurlock

Elaine Vande Hei

Joyce Vialet

Anne N. Wallace

Alice Weinstein

Elizabeth Welles

Betsy White

Barbara Wierzynski

Mark Zweig



HOW TO DONATE TO OLLI AT AU

Thank you for considering a gift to the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute (OLLI) at American University. To assist you in choosing
the most beneficial way for you to support OLLI, the following
information is provided.

Donations can be designated to one of these specific funds:
= Friends of OLLI Fund, an unrestricted fund,
= Alfred E. and Sylvia K. Brown Memorial Fund to sponsor
OLLI at AU special programs,
* Raymond J. Rasenberger Fund for scholarships, or
= Anne N. Wallace Fund to support staff development and
training.
A gift to OLLI can be made with:
* An outright gift,
= A pledge, payable annually over three years,
= A designation as a beneficiary of your IRA, retirement
plan, life insurance, or bank/brokerage account, which is
tax-free,
= A gift from your donor-advised fund, such as a Fidelity
Charitable, a Vanguard Charitable, or a Washington
Community Foundation fund, or

= A bequest. (Consult your financial/legal advisor.)
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OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE
AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

CHAIR

Denise Liebowitz*
VICE CHAIR

Martha Cutts™
TREASURER

Jo Anne Friedenthal*

SECRETARY
Alan Hausman*
MEMBERS

Myra Barron*
Sue Boley

Lewis Cohen
Judy Havemann
Gloria Kreisman
Dave Palmeter
John Thorner
Betsy White

* Executive Committee

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tony Long

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING

Mary Fran Miklitsch

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COORDINATOR
Lesley Diaz

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

Jesse Williams

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR
Terri Greene
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