
Television in the 1950’s
• Did your family gather regularly in front of the television set 

during the evenings?

• Do you remember the evolving size and shape of television in 
the 1950’s?

• When did your family first purchase a color television set?

• Did you ever eat frozen TV dinners?  What were your favorite (or least 
favorite) foods?

• Have you ever heard of the Dumont Television Network?

• Do you remember television commercials, political ads, or either of the 
presidential conventions (‘52, ‘56) being broadcast?  Do you think they 
influenced your parents’ voting?

• Did you enjoy watching variety shows?  What acts or stars made an impression 
on you?

• Did you watch a variety of programs or stick to 1-2 genres?

• What was your favorite program from the decade?

• If you were a child in the fifties, did you have a “television hero?”






