
Science, Technology, and the Automobile 
in the 1950’s

• Did you know of anyone who built a fallout shelter in the 
1950’s?

• Did you see Sputnik orbiting the earth in 1957?

• Had you heard of Katherine Johnson before the movie, Hidden Figures?

• Were you more worried about polio than a nuclear attack?

• What medical advances from the 50’s impacted your life the most and why?

• How did the shape and style of the automobile evolve during the decade?

• What was your favorite make and model of 1950’s automobile?

• Did you travel by car or train on a special vacation in the 50’s?

• In your travels, did you stay at a Holiday Inn or frequent McDonald’s restaurants?

• How many of the cars can you identify from 1950 and 1959 on pages 6 and 7 
(without looking them up)?














