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Asia Overview

• Brief Look at Colonization in Asia
• World Foreign Direct Investments (FDI)
• China FDI
• Trade* 
• Allies, Threats
• Asia Challenges* 

* = Q&A follows
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Brief Look at Colonization 
in Asia
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Asia Colonizers (1939): GB, FR, NE, PO, JP, US
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World 
Foreign Direct Investments
(FDI)
Investment that involves controlling ownership in a business in 
one country by an entity based in another country. Decline by 
40%+ due to 2020 pandemic.
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Total Wealth by Country (2021)
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Top 10 Countries by Total Wealth in Tn, 2021
United States $126,340Tn (30.2%)
China $74,884Tn (17.9%)
Japan $26,931 (6.4%)
Germany $18,274 (4.4%)
France $14,958 (3.7%)
United Kingdom $15,284 (3.7%)
India $12,833 (3.1%)
Italy $11,901 (2.9%)
Canada $9,948 (2.4%)
Australia $9,268 (2.2%)
Rest (23.4%)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia


Kearney FDI Confidence Index (2021) (annual survey of global 
business execs that ranks markets that are likely to attract the most investment in the next 3 years)
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FDI Inflows from the World (2019). FDI into China was $181B 
in 2021
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FDI Flows into ASEAN, top investors (2017-2018)
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Japan FDI to ASEAN, India (1996 - 2018) 
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FDI to India by Sector (2020) 
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China 
Foreign Direct Investments
(FDI)
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Chinese Investm by Technology (2016, in $Bn, Fintech, AI, 
VirR, Ed Tech, Robotics, Autonomous Driving) 
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China FDI in USA in 2018 plummeted by 88% (comp to 2017) to 
$5.4B
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Chinese FDI in SE Asia, S.Asia (2017)
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China&Japan’s Infrastructure Investm in SE Asia 
(2019)
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SE ASIAN COUNTRY JAPAN CHINA

Vietnam $208B USD $69B USD
Indonesia 74 92
Philippines 43
Singapore 19 28
Thailand 15
Malaysia 34

NOTE: ADB estim. SE Asia economies need $210B/yr in 
infrastructure investment from 2016 - 2030 to maintain 
current level of economic growth.  Data from ADB/Bloomberg



Chinese FDI in EU & UK by industry (2000-2020) 
in EUR B (declined since 2016)
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China’s FDI in Africa (2018)
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Chinese Investm. In Africa (2017) 
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Trade
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Asia’s Key Trade Agreements (RCEP, CPTPP) 
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hina/India/Japan Proj. mkt Recovry(2020)
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India’s Major Trading Partners (2021-2022)
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China’s Top Import Partners (2018) 
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Projected Imports by China (2020 - 2024)
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China’s BRI Trade Worldwide (top, #2, #3 partner) 
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China’s BRI Partners Worldwide (2022) 
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US Tariffs Targeting 10 Industries Prioritized by China 
in its “Made in China 2025” Plan

• IT: become cyber power; semi-conductors; acquisition of techn. co’s.

• Numerical ctrl tools & robotics: lots of experts by 2025.

• Aerospace equipment: satellite technology; passenger jets.

• Ocean engineering & high tech ships: grow strong export sector.

• Railway equipment: grow export competitiveness thru BRI projects.

• Energy saving & new energy vehicles: combine cleanup air w. 
winning global recognition for Chinese cars.

• Power equipment: energy efficiency; smart grid & smart city technologies.

• New materials: leader inventing & commercializing new materials; demo 
innovation.

• Medicine & medical devices: medical device manufacturers start to 
export; accelerate export.

• Agricultural machinery: efficiency enhancement; create platform for 
exports.

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



US Export Controls in Confrontation w. China?
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China’s Top Export Partners (2018) 
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China’s Trade Worldwide (in billions, 2016) 
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US Imports/Exports to China (2018)
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Questions?
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Allies, Threats
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Military Expenditure in $bn (2021) (China, India)



Indo Pacific Army/Navy/Air Force (CSIS – 2021)



Ally or Threat (Pew Research Ctr, as of 2019)

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



Ally or Threat (as of 2019)
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US as reliable partner (2021)



2021 Freedom House annual rept: Democracy in 
retreat around the world for 15th yr in a row 
(India downgraded from Free to Partly Free:  incr. pressure on H.rights 
grps;  intimidatn/harass of journalists/academics;  policies harmful to 
relig. minor.; politicizatn of Indian judiciary.   FH: watchdog grp.) 
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2021 Freedom in the World (based on 195 countries) 
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2021 Freedom in the World (2) 
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Asia Challenges and
Future
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Poverty in Asia (2018) – Percent of population living on less 
than $1.90 a day: <1% China; 1-5% VN/PKT; 5-15% MM/Indons/Bangladesh; 
15-25% India. 
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Poverty in Asia (2018) – Percent of population living on less 
than $1.90 a day: <1% China; 1-5% VN/PKT; 5-15% MM/Indons/Bangladesh; 
15-25% India. 
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Food insecurity in Asia (2020) – imports 50-74.9% of 
consumption: Japan, Brunei; imports 10-24.9%: China, Korea, Indonesia 
Philippines; Sri Lanka.
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Income Inequality (2018) – 55% of nat. income in 2016 
received by top 10% earners in India, against 31% in 1980.  
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Public Sector Corruption in 180 countries (2021)

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



Crime-Politics in India (2018)
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Obesity in Asia (2018) - 20/60/100 adults w. diabetes for 
every 100 who are overweight. India, S.Asia, SE Asia: # w. diabetes much 
higher relative to # overweight. Data: U. of Washington Study.
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Number of Reported Covid 19 Deaths on 2 dates by Country
Country October 1, 2020 September 15, 2021
Australia 890 1128
Bangladesh 5272 27058
China 4739 4849
India 99773 443928
Indonesia 10856 139682
Japan 1580 16993
Korea 416 2386
Laos 0 16
Malaysia 136 22009
New Zealand 25 27
Pakistan 6499 27004
Philippines 5562 35742
Singapore 27 58
Thailand 59 14765
US 207886 666607
Vietnam 35 16186



Reported C19 Deathrate by Country
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Reported C19 Deathrate by Country (global context)
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WHO Pollution Survey Results (14 in India, 2018) 
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S. Korea, SIN in top10 - 2016-2020
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Global Innovation Index - 2018

Proprietary: do not share without 
written permission



A World of Languages
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GDP Growth Forecasts for Asia (2021)
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Asian Dev Bank Forecast
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Asian Big Economies (2019 pre C-19): 
China,India,Japan,Indonesia
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Asian Devpment Bank Growth Forecasts
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UNDERSTANDING ASIA
END of OVERVIEW
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Questions?
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9-week Outline
– 1.  Asia overview
– 2.  What has changed in China?
– 3.  How has economic development impacted 

poverty/family/gender patterns in Asia?  
4.  How is Health & Healthcare in Asia?  
– 5.  Where are Asia’s flashpoints & insurgencies?
– 6.  What drives business & how is technology 

used in Asia? 
– 7.  How is Asia dealing with disastrous pollution?
– 8.  Where are opportunities for major change in 

Asia?
– 9.  Cultural expectations: East vs West.
– QUESTIONS? Proprietary: do not share without 

written permission


