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=nd the principles of freedom are so general and energejclc, .as to
=xclude the possibility of a change in our republican constitutions.

Questions

. Why does Webster consider an equal distribution of landed property
more important to freedom than liberty of the press, trial by jury, and other
rights?

2. Why does Webster believe the republican institutions of the United
States will survive indefinitely?

37. Liberating Indentured Servants (1784)

Source: New York Independent Journal, January 24, 1784.

The upsurge of demands for equality during the Revohition brm;glh:f ;éxto
question many forms of inequality. In 1784,2 gm}m of Ies.pecta e ; e:i_

Yorkers proposed to “liberate” anewly arrived shipload of mde?;cure ; lsib-
vants on the grounds that their status was “contra?:y t‘o ...thei ea’ocw >
erty this country has so happily established” The mF1dent wa_s fn}j small
contribution to the rapid decline of indentured serﬁvxtude, which®
had all but disappeared from the United States. This developmem:. =27 -
ened the distinction between freedom and slavery, and“b etween .&:.-_. =
ern economy relying on what would come to be called “free labe;r“ ==
working for wages or owning a farm or shop) and a South ever mere 22w
ily dependent on the labor of slaves.
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WHEREAS THE TRAFFIC of White people, heretofore c'ol.mtenanced
by this State whileander the arbitrary control of the British (%oyern—
ment, is contrary to the feelings of a number of respectablfe Citizens,
=nd to the idea of liberty this country has so happily established.
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And whereas it is necessary to encourage emigration to this coun-
try, upon the most liberal plan, and for that purpose, a number of
Citizens of this State, have proposed to liberate a cargo of Servants
just arrived, by paying their passage, and repaying themselves by a
small rateable deduction out of the wages of such Servants, Such of
the Citizens of this State as wish to encourage so laudable an under-
taking, and if necessary, to petition the Legislature for a completion
of their humane intentions, are requested to meet at the Hyderally
Tavern, the lower end of King Street, this Evening, at Six of the Clock.

Questions

1. What practical reason does the notice give for eliminating indentured

servitude?

2. Why do you think the notice singles out the sale of “White people” as
contrary to liberty?

38. Letter of Phillis Wheatley (1774)

Source: Connecticut Gazette; and the Universal Intelligencer,
March 11,1774

The revolutionary generation’s emphasis on liberty inevitably raised ques-
tions about the future of slavery in the new republic. Many slaves saw the
struggle for independence as an opportunity to assert their own claims to
freedom. This letter to the Rev. Samson Occom, a Native American poet ané
Presbyterian minister, from the celebrated black poet Phillis Wheatley of
Massachusetts, who would not gain her own freedom until 1778, is an early
antislavery statement pointing to the contradiction between the revolutioz=-
ary language of liberty and the continued reality of slavery. But the stark
fact is that slavery survived the Revolution and continued to grow. The first
national census, in 1790, revealed that despite the many who had become
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free through state laws, voluntary manumission, a
700,000 slaves in the United states—200,000 more |
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REV'D AND HONOR’D SIR,
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Zmited, that there islittle or no enjoyment of

Otherwise, perhaps, the Israelites had be
“heir freedom from Egyptian slavery; I do no
~zen contented without it, by no means, for it
5od has implanted a principle, which we cal
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znd help forward the calamities of their felloy

This I desire not for their hurt, but to convin
zbsurdity of their conduct whose words and a
zally, opposite. How well the cry for liberty, and
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