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Apprenticeship

In 1965, OTT0o KERNER. the governor of Ilinois, set up a Narcotic Advisory
Council to study the state’s growing heroin problem. A constant hut tolerable
condition since the end of World War IT, herain use in Mlinois had begun
increasing in the early 1960s, and by mid-decade the state was facing the
possibility of a full-blown epidemic. The problem was especially acute on
Chicago’s South Side, a bleak, sprawling district of deprivation and despair,
Thousands of residents—mostly black men in their twenties and thirties—had
become addicted to heroin, and, like narcotics users everywhere, they were
robbing and stealing to support their habit. The city had responded with tough
police action, and an estimated 25 percent of all inmates in the state’s prisons
were drug addicts.

As for drug treatment, it was virtually unavailable. The one public facility
offering any type of service was a twelve-bed detox ward at Bridewell, the
Chicago House of Correction. Otherwise. the nearest treatment unit was more
than three hundred miles away, at the federal narcotics hospital in Lexington,
Kentucky. More prison than hospital, the narcotics “farm,” as it was called,
treated both drug offenders sent by the courts (who lived in locked cells) and
addicts voluntarily seeking help. East of the Mississippi Rivet, the narcotics
farm was virtually the only institution offering any form of treatment. (A similar
facility in Fort Worth, Texas, served all addicts west of the Mississippi.) After
receiving counseling, exercise, and vocational training; the addicts would be
sent back home. With little follow-up care, however, more than 90 percent of
them eventually relapsed.

From this, some public-health officials had concluded that it would be far
better to treat addicts in their home communities than in some distant facility.
Yet the nioral stigma attached to addiction made this impossible. Ever since
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