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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Americans now live indoors 90% of the time

Review: 
-Atmosphere is both habitat + conveyance
-Atmospheric layering changes with seasons, weather, time of day 
-Major particle emitters: cities, forests, deserts & oceans
-Transport: wind + cloud formation + thunderstorms + rain
-Tower story: relevance for high-rise dwellings?

Metrics: Microbial diversity, Counts, Particulate matter (PM), AQI
Particle emissions, transport & deposition 
2-Global  example: dust particle from Chad to Miami
3-Regional example: wildfires, hurricanes, microplastics
4-Local example: air travel, EPA Clean Air Act 
5-Indoor example: dust mites + how we co-exist with multitudes  
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Feb 3 2024 Claire G. Williams, Ph.D. 2

Darwin’s Dust Sample for
Professor Christian Ehrenberg
Museum für Naturkunde 
(Prussia) Berlin DE
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Lecture 4: Local Particle       The Lorax by Dr. Seuss (1971)



Amato-Lourenco L.F. et al. 2020. Science of the Total Environment 749: 141676
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Lecture 3. Aviation cabin micro-organism loading



Osman et al. 2008 
(optional reading)
NASA JPL study

Null Hypothesis:
Flight duration 
has no effect on
bacterial diversity

Domestic Flights = 
International Flights

LECTURE 3: REGIONAL PARTICLES & AVIATION CABIN STUDY 
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New method

DNA sequencing ID rRNA genes
Bacterial diversity higher 

Domestic Flights (n=8)

International Flights (n=8)

Osman et al. 2008
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Accept the Null Hypothesis or not?

Flight duration has no effect on 
bacterial diversity so
Domestic Flights = International Flights
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Accept the Null Hypothesis or not?
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Lecture 4: Local

Question: How can we protect ourselves aside from masks?

Question: Story of DC EPA data after 2016?

Question: Plastics and Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 

Question: AQI correlated w life expectancy? 
Parabolic relationship? 

Question: Compare cities for Air Now readings? 
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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 
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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 
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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 



Feb 3 2024 Claire G. Williams, Ph.D. 14

Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 
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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe
Cairo Egypt’s Garbage City slides 
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Lecture 4: Local Particles in Air We Breathe

Question: AQI correlated w life expectancy? 
Higher the AQI, the lower life expectancy drops
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Source: Gregory 1961



Lecture 4: Local Particles  
Breathing in an unseen wilderness

“EPA AQI has five major air pollutants regulated by the 
Clean Air Act. Each of these pollutants has a national air 
quality standard to protect public health: ground-level 
ozone, particle pollution (also known as particulate 
matter, including PM2.5 and PM10, carbon monoxide, 
sulfur dioxide (SOX), nitrogen dioxide (NOX)” 

Q: Where are atmospheric biota?Neo-allergens? Wildfire 
smoke? Volcanic ash? Radioactive particles? Sea salt? 

A: They are classified as PM 2.5 “a sized-defined box”

https://www.airnow.gov/aqi/aqi-basics/
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EPA Air Now    AQI Score > 100 shows air particle problem
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi/aqi-basics/
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City & Nation AQI PM2.5

12/04/2020

AQI PM2.5

12/04/2023

Population

Size (millions)

Jeddah KSA 57 50 3.5 at 1500h
Abu Dhabi UAE 71 98 1.4 at 1600h
Dubai UAE 101 117 3.3 at 1600h
Khartoum Sudan 53 No data 5.3
New Delhi India 230 209 21.7 at 1800h
Lahore Pakistan 278 205 11.1 at 1700h

Lecture 4. Local Particles. Airborne particulate matter (≥ 2.5 micron particles or PM2.5) 
emitted by some Asian cities on December 4 2020. Air Quality Index (AQI) during global 
coronavirus pandemic. From Air Now program monitored by U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency.  URL  https://www.airnow.gov/, accessed 12/4/20 + 11/03/23.  From Williams & Samara 
(2023)

https://www.airnow.gov/
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City & Nation AQI 

PM2.5

Time

Washington DC 29 0900h

Table 1B. Airborne particulate matter (≥ 2.5 micron particles or PM2.5) 
emitted in Washington DC on November 3 2023



https://fire.airnow.gov/

EPA’s Air Now has a Fire and Smoke Map. Accessed November 3 2023 at 0911h.  
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https://www.epa.gov/green-book   Federal Register  CA, PA, 
OH 

EPA Nonattainment Areas for Critical Pollutants   October 31 2023  Wash DC in compliance
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https://www.epa.gov/green-book


Environmental Stability of Swine and Human Pandemic Influenza
Viruses in Water under Variable Conditions of Temperature, Salinity,
and pH

R. L. Poulson,a S. M. Tompkins,b R. D. Berghaus,a J. D. Brown,a* D. E. Stallknechta

Department of Population Health, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, USAa; Department of Infectious Diseases, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, USAb

ABSTRACT

The movement of influenza A viruses (IAVs) from wild bird reservoirs to domestic animals and humans is well established, but
the transmission mechanisms that facilitate efficient movement across and within these host populations are not fully defined.
Although predominant routes of transmission vary between host populations, the extent of environmental stability needed for
efficient IAV transmission also may vary. Because of this, we hypothesized that virus stability would differ in response to varied
host-related transmission mechanisms; if correct, such phenotypic variation might represent a potential marker for the emer-
gence of novel animal or human influenza viruses. Here, the objective was to evaluate the ability of eight swine and six human
IAV isolates to remain infective under various pH, temperature, and salinity conditions using a preestablished distilled water
system. Swine and human viruses persisted longest at near-neutral pH, at cold temperatures, or under “freshwater” conditions.
Additionally, no significant differences in persistence were observed between pandemic and nonpandemic IAVs. Our results
indicate that there have been no apparent changes in the environmental stability of the viruses related to host adaptation.

IMPORTANCE

This study assessed the environmental stability of eight swine and six human influenza A viruses (IAVs), including viruses asso-
ciated with the 2009 H1N1 pandemic, in a distilled water system. The important findings of this work are that IAV persistence
can be affected by environmental variables and that no marked changes were noted between human and swine IAVs or between
pandemic and nonpandemic IAVs.

Influenza A viruses (IAVs) have been isolated from numerous
avian and mammalian hosts, and cross-species transmission

commonly occurs between wild bird reservoirs, domestic animals,
and humans (1). Swine are susceptible to infection by IAVs of
both avian and mammalian origin (2) and are recognized as an
intermediate host for the evolution and adaptation of IAVs with
pandemic potential (1, 2). From 1930 to 1990, classic H1N1 swine
influenza virus (SIV) underwent little genetic change, but by the
late 1990s, the “triple-reassortant” SIV viruses H1N1, H3N2, and
H1N2 had become predominant in swine in North America (3, 4).

The pandemic H1N1 influenza A virus (pH1N1) was first de-
tected in April 2009 in two human cases in California (2009), and
it quickly spread across the world. The emergence of this virus was
subsequently traced to the reassortment of recent North American
avian/human/swine triple-reassortant viruses with Eurasian
swine viruses (5). This virus has since infected swine and contin-
ues to reassort with other SIVs (6, 7); pH1N1 is now a part of the
endemic human influenza pool (8).

The potential for viruses such as pH1N1 to emerge as a result of
reassortment between human, swine, and avian viruses involves
unlikely transmission events. Transmission mechanisms for IAVs
not only are poorly understood in all of these host systems but also
vary between them. With birds, transmission of IAVs occurs pri-
marily via a fecal-oral route (1, 9), in which water plays a large role.
While the primary mode(s) of transmission of influenza between
humans is believed to be an aerosol, droplet, or direct contact
route (3, 10), indirect transmission through contaminated sur-
faces may also contribute to transmission. Likewise, swine influ-
enza viruses are transmitted primarily via direct contact or

through aerosols or droplets (11), but indirect contact through
fomites or shared environments cannot be discounted.

In this study, the infectivities of eight swine and six human
(historical, seasonal, and pandemic) influenza viruses were evalu-
ated under variable pH, temperature, and salinity conditions us-
ing a distilled water laboratory model system (12). Although
modes of transmission for swine and human viruses may not di-
rectly involve contact with contaminated water, avian-origin IAVs
have been well characterized in this medium (12–18) and, as such,
provide a baseline for comparison. Furthermore, the potential
implications of fomites in the transmission of IAVs in mammalian
systems and swine husbandry practices that utilize common
drinking troughs make this laboratory investigation applicable.
The mechanisms that facilitate or allow for efficient movement
across different host populations are varied, but they all require
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some degree of environmental stability. Because of this, we hy-
pothesized that virus stability (i.e., environmental fitness) would
differ in response to varied host-related transmission mecha-
nisms. If correct, such phenotypic variation could represent a po-
tential marker for the emergence of novel animal or human influ-
enza viruses.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Viruses. One avian-origin H1N1, eight swine, and six human influenza
viruses were assessed using a previously described distilled water system
(12, 18); the viruses used in this study are listed in Table 1. Viruses were
propagated in Madin-Darby canine kidney (MDCK) cells (ATCC CRL-
2936) following the method of Szretter et al. (19) with modifications.
Briefly, a 1:1,000 dilution of virus in minimal essential medium (MEM)
supplemented with antibiotics and 1 mg/ml trypsin {treated with TPCK
[L-(tosylamido-2-phenyl) ethyl chloromethyl ketone], Worthington Bio-
chemical Corporation, Lakewood, NJ} was added to 75-cm2 flasks of con-
fluent and washed MDCK cells. Cells were incubated at 35°C or 37°C, and
supernatants were harvested at 75% to 90% monolayer destruction. Stock
viruses were stored at �70°C; stock virus titers ranged from 106.5 to 108.1

50% tissue culture infectious dose (TCID50)/ml, as determined by titra-
tion in MDCK cells.

Virus persistence trials. Prior to all treatment adjustments, distilled
water was buffered with 10 mM HEPES (Sigma, St. Louis, MO). Temper-
atures evaluated included 4°C, 10°C, 17°C, 23°C, 28°C, 32°C (human) or
35°C (swine) and 37°C. A temperature of �70°C was included as a con-
trol. Water used in temperature trials had a pH of 7.2 and a salinity of
0 ppt.

For pH trials, water pH was adjusted from 5.4 to 9.0 at 0.4-unit incre-
ments with the addition of 1 N HCl or NaOH. A pH of 7.2 was also
included in the analysis. All pH trials were completed at 17°C and a salinity
of 0 ppt. Each pH treatment was measured at the start of the study and
confirmed at the completion of each trial. In all cases, it did not vary more
than 0.1 unit from the starting pH.

Salinity trials were completed in water at 17°C and pH 7.2. Salinity was
adjusted with commercially available sea salt (Morton, Chicago, IL) to 0,
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 30 ppt.

For each trial, virus stock was diluted 1:25 to 1:100 in the respective
water treatments to achieve a starting titer of approximately 105.0 to 106.0

TCID50/ml. Virus-inoculated water was aliquoted as single-use 1-ml vol-
umes into 5-ml polystyrene tubes which were allowed to incubate in en-
vironmental chambers or water baths at defined temperatures; tubes were

removed from the respective temperatures at the predetermined sampling
time points and disposed of following titration. For each trial, virus-inoc-
ulated water was titrated at the time of inoculation (0 days postinocula-
tion [dpi]) and at variable time points (from 1 to 14 days); these varied by
treatment and were based on data from previous infectivity assays (12, 13,
17, 18). Sampling frequencies ranged from daily (under conditions that
have been shown to quickly inactivate viruses) to monthly (under condi-
tions in which viruses have been shown to be long-lived). The numbers of
time points recorded are indicated in Tables S1 to S3 in the supplemental
material. Virus titrations with MDCK cells were performed as previously
described (12). Endpoints were measured via hemagglutination assay us-
ing 0.5% chicken red blood cells as described previously (20).

Statistical analysis. Titers were calculated by using the method of
Reed and Muench (21) and reported as TCID50/ml. Linear regression was
used to determine a 90% reduction time (Rt) for each virus-treatment
combination; Rt values correspond to the time required for a decrease in
viral titer by 1 log10 TCID50/ml. Regression equations are shown in Tables
S1 to S3 in the supplemental material. The minimum detectable limit for
this procedure is 101.8 TCID50/ml.

Because Rt values were not normally distributed and their variances
differed across environmental conditions, separate nonparametric com-
parisons of viruses originating from swine and humans and of pandemic
and nonpandemic viruses were performed for each condition using the
Wilcoxon rank sum test. All tests assumed a two-sided alternative hypoth-
esis, and a P value of �0.05 was considered statistically significant. Anal-
yses were performed using commercially available software (JMP, version
Pro 12, 1989-2007; SAS Institute, Cary, NC).

RESULTS
Temperature. The MDCK-adapted swine and human viruses per-
sisted longest at cold temperatures and were inactivated at tem-
peratures greater than 17°C (Fig. 1); this pattern of responses is
similar to that seen with the single avian control isolate (data
shown in Table S1 in the supplemental material). Treatments of
32°C and 35°C were excluded from the statistical comparisons,
because none of the swine isolates were evaluated at 32°C, and
only one of the human isolates was evaluated at 35°C. No reduc-
tion in persistence over the course of the trial (up to 300 days) was
observed for viruses held at �70°C (data not shown). The varia-
tions in response within swine viruses and within human viruses
were greatest at low temperatures. At 4°C, Rt values ranged from

TABLE 1 Description of influenza viruses used in this study

Origin Strain Statusa Passageb Subtype Titer (TCID50/ml)

Avian A/Green-winged teal/Louisiana/213/1987 Control SPFE1/C1 H1N1 6.9
Swine A/Swine/Minnesota/02719/2009 Non-PDM C1/E1/C1 H3N2 7.6
Swine A/Swine/North Carolina/02744/2009 Non-PDM C1/E1/C1 H1N2 7.3
Swine A/Swine/Minnesota/02746/2009 pH1N1 C1/E1/C1 H1N1 8.3
Swine A/Swine/Minnesota/02749/2009 pH1N1 C1/E1/C1 H1N1 8.1
Swine A/Swine/Minnesota/02751/2009 pH1N1 C1/E1/C1 H1N1 7.7
Swine A/Swine/Illinois/02860/2009 pH1N1 C1/E1/C1 H1N1 7.4
Swine A/Swine/Utah/02861/2009 Non-PDM C1/E1/C1 H1N2 7.5
Swine A/Swine/Iowa/15/1930 Non-PDM ?/E1/C1 H1N1 6.5
Human A/New Jersey/08/1976 Non-PDM SPFE7/E1/C1 H1N1 7.7
Human A/Texas/15/2009 pH1N1 C2/E1/C1 H1N1 7.4
Human A/Mexico/INDRE4487/2009 pH1N1 E2/E1/E1/C1 H1N1 7.1
Human A/Brisbane/10/2007 Non-PDM E2/E2/E1/C1 H3N2 7.9
Human A/Brisbane/59/2007 Non-PDM E2/E2/E1/C1 H1N1 6.5
Human A/California/04/2009 pH1N1 C1/C1/C1 H1N1 6.7
a pH1N1, 2009 pandemic H1N1 viruses; Non-PDM, nonpandemic viruses.
b Sequential passage history. C, Madin-Darby canine kidney cells; E, embryonated chicken eggs; SPFE, specific-pathogen-free embryonated chicken eggs; ?, unknown primary
isolation source. Numbers indicate the number of passages within each source/passage in a new source.

Poulson et al.
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55 to 250 days for swine viruses and from 30 to 160 days for human
viruses; at 37°C, Rt values ranged from 0.5 to 3.4 days for swine
viruses and 0.9 to 4 days for human viruses. Swine viruses per-
sisted longer than human viruses at 10°C and 23°C (P � 0.045 and
0.010, respectively). There were no significant differences in envi-
ronmental persistence between pandemic and nonpandemic vi-
ruses (Fig. 2).

pH. All swine viruses included in this study were most stable at
near-neutral pH and were quickly inactivated at the extremes of
the ranges tested; viruses of human origin showed a similar re-
sponse (Fig. 3). There was rapid inactivation at pHs less than 6.2
and greater than 8.2 for all swine and human viruses, and the
majority of viruses in all the groups were most stable at pH 7.2.
There were no significant differences in the responses of swine and
human viruses at any pH. Seasonal and pandemic human viruses
also did not differ significantly in their responses at any pH
(Fig. 4). Rt values for all of the individual viruses and pH levels are
provided in Table S2 in the supplemental material.

Salinity. Increased salinity had a detrimental effect on virus
stability. The Rt values of all viruses assessed, regardless of host
origin, were greatest in freshwater at a salinity of 0 ppt. Persistence
of viruses from either host group (swine or human) showed sim-
ilar declines with increasing salinity, with a marked decrease in
stability as salinity was raised from 0 to 5 ppt (Fig. 5); the response
was similar for the single avian control isolate (see Table S3 in the
supplemental material). Swine viruses persisted longer than hu-
man viruses at 20 ppt (P � 0.010), but the two groups did not
differ significantly at any other saline concentration. As was the
case at colder temperatures, viruses within each host group were
most variable in their persistence at a salinity of 0 ppt. Excluding
A/Swine/Utah/02861/2009 (H1N2), with an Rt value of 6.3 days at
a salinity of 0 ppt, the range of Rt values for all other swine viruses,
regardless of subtype, was 33 to 72 days. While A/Mexico/INDRE/
2009 (H1N1) was the least stable at 0 ppt, with an Rt value of 14
days, all other human viruses, seasonal and pandemic combined,

FIG 1 Mean Rt values (� standard error [SE]) for eight swine (red) and six
human (gray) viruses in distilled water at temperatures ranging from 4°C to
37°C. The pH was held constant at 7.2, and salinity was 0 ppm. Significant
differences in the responses for swine and human viruses exist at temperatures
of 10°C (*, P � 0.05) and 23°C (**, P � 0.01). No other statistically significant
differences were observed at an � value of 0.05.

FIG 2 Mean (�SE) Rt values for seven pandemic (blue) and seven nonpan-
demic (white) viruses in distilled water at temperatures ranging from 4°C to
37°C. The pH was held constant at 7.2, and salinity was 0 ppm. No statistically
significant differences were observed in the responses for pandemic and non-
pandemic viruses at any temperature at an � value of 0.05.

FIG 3 Mean (�SE) Rt values for eight swine (red) and six human (gray)
viruses in distilled water at pHs ranging from 5.4 to 9. The temperature was
held constant at 17°C, and salinity was 0 ppm. No statistically significant dif-
ferences were observed in the responses for swine and human viruses at any pH
at an � value of 0.05.

FIG 4 Mean (�SE) Rt values for seven pandemic (blue) and seven nonpan-
demic (white) viruses in distilled water at pHs ranging from 5.4 to 9. The
temperature was held constant at 17°C, and salinity was 0 ppm. No statistically
significant differences were observed in the responses for pandemic and non-
pandemic viruses at any pH at an � value of 0.05.

Environmental Stability of Influenza Viruses
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had Rt values ranging from 21 to 46 days in freshwater. As was the
case with temperature and pH, pandemic and nonpandemic vi-
ruses responded similarly to salinity, with no significant differ-
ences between groups at any saline concentration (Fig. 6). Regres-
sion equations for all viruses in the salinity trials are provided in
Table S3 in the supplemental material.

DISCUSSION

Understanding the environmental stability of IAVs has relevance
in defining transmission risks both within the avian reservoir and
across domestic poultry and mammalian species. Persistence in
water may represent a critical factor in virus maintenance and
transmission in wild avian populations but also may play a minor
role in the transmission of human and swine IAVs, which are
transmitted primarily by contact and respiratory droplets. Al-
though transmission mechanisms differ between these host
groups, our results indicate no consistent or significant adapta-
tions related to changes in environmental stability as determined
by temperature, pH, and salinity. The general trends described for
swine and human IAVs are similar to the well-documented re-
sponses of avian IAVs.

The interspecies and intraspecies transmission and mainte-
nance of IAVs are dependent on factors at the host, viral, and
environmental levels. To be transmitted and maintained, viruses
must remain infectious. It has been well established that IAVs
persist longest at cold temperatures (12, 13, 17, 22, 23); human
and swine viruses analyzed in this study lasted longest at 4°C, and
results were consistent with those previously reported for pan-
demic virus A/Paris/2590/2009 (H1N1), which had a reported Rt
value of 178 days at 4°C (22). The swine and human viruses in-
cluded in this study, however, demonstrated greater persistence at
low temperatures than did a suite of viruses of avian origin that
were previously analyzed (12). This result may be an artifact of
how the human and swine viruses tested in our study were prop-
agated; it has been shown that both human and avian viruses
grown on MDCK cells are more stable at higher temperatures than
are the same viruses when grown in chicken eggs (24). At higher

temperatures, all the viruses assessed, regardless of their subtype
and origin, were quickly inactivated, especially at temperatures
higher than 28°C; this is similar to the reduction in persistence
seen for a 2009 pandemic H1N1 and a 1999 seasonal H1N1 from
�150 days at 4°C to just 2 days at 35°C (22). While swine viruses
persisted significantly longer than human viruses at 10°C (P �
0.045) and 23°C (P � 0.010) in this study, such differences were
not consistent across the broader range of temperatures evaluated,
and given the small sample sizes, the statistical power is low. This
study evaluates the thermal stability of swine influenza viruses at a
range of temperatures likely encountered in both laboratory and
natural settings. Thermal neutrality is important in swine produc-
tion systems and is dependent largely on age strata and weight
(25). Generally, preferred thermal conditions for swine range
from 10°C to 32°C (26); under the laboratory conditions of this
study, some currently circulating swine influenza viruses can re-
main infectious for several weeks (35°C) to more than 1 year
(10°C) within this temperature range. The temperature stability of
these viruses at temperatures consistent with host environments,
such as swine production systems, may suggest that environmen-
tal adaptation is not necessary for movement of the virus across
species barriers, despite the disparate body temperatures seen in
avian (42°C), swine (39°C), and human (37°C) hosts.

The role of pH in IAV hemagglutinin (HA) membrane fusion
has been well characterized (27–30), and pH might play a role in
adaptation of IAV to a new host. From an environmental perspec-
tive, the effect of low pH on the integrity of external proteins on
the surface of the virus may serve as a preemptive trigger, render-
ing HAs inactive (31). In the present study, human and swine
viruses were most stable within a neutral pH range, as has been
found with avian viruses (12). We observed some subtle and non-
significant differences in persistence across hosts and subtypes,
but these differences did not provide clear evidence of pH-related
environmental adaptation. Very small differences in the pH of
fusion (between 5.0 and 5.7) have been associated with IAV host
adaptation and cross-species transmission (32, 33). Changes in
environmental stability at pH 7.4 also have been reported with
recombinant H5N1 viruses where a 0.5-unit change in the pH of

FIG 6 Mean (�SE) Rt values for seven pandemic (blue) and seven nonpan-
demic (white) viruses in distilled water at salinities ranging from 0 to 30 ppt.
The temperature was held constant at 17°C, and the pH was 7.2. No statistically
significant differences were observed in the responses for pandemic and non-
pandemic viruses at any salinity at an � value of 0.05.

FIG 5 Mean (�SE) Rt values for eight swine (red) and six human (gray)
viruses in distilled water at salinities ranging from 0 to 30 ppt. The temperature
was held constant at 17°C, and the pH was 7.2. Significant differences in the
responses for swine and human viruses existed at 20 ppt (*, P � 0.05). No
statistically significant differences were observed in the responses for swine and
human viruses at any other saline concentration at an � value of 0.05.
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fusion was shown to decrease environmental stability more than
45 days, while a decrease by the same amount increased persis-
tence nearly 20 days compared to that of the wild type (34). While
we did not detect any clear evidence of differences in pH tolerance
between swine and human IAVs, additional evaluation may be
necessary to detect fine-scale differences that may occur early in
host adaption, especially those related to virus adaptation from
avian to mammalian hosts.

Of the three variables investigated here, salinity is the least
understood in its effect or mechanism of action relating to influ-
enza stability in water. As was expected from results of previous
studies, virus persistence decreased as the salinity of water in-
creased for all viruses assessed. This loss in infectivity was most
marked from 0 to 5 ppt for all viruses except A/Swine/Utah/02861/
2009 (H1N2). Increasing osmotic pressure might serve to disrupt
the integrity of the virus membrane and/or lead to premature
inactivation. The response of individual avian virus stocks to in-
creasing salinity has been shown to take on a number of forms,
from negative log-linear to Gaussian (12). While many avian vi-
ruses tend to persist longest in moderately saline water, most vi-
ruses in our study showed greatest persistence in water with a
salinity of 0 ppt. This difference might be due to the host from
which the lipid bilayer of the virus was derived, the glycosylation
moieties of the surface proteins (also a function of the host cell), or
potentially a marker of adaptation. Assessing these markers of
adaptation, as well as determining the potential relevance of in-
creased persistence of swine over human viruses at 20 ppt (P �
0.045) in this study, would require further investigation with a
larger diversity of viruses. Given that IAV transmission in human
and swine systems often involves respiratory secretions, salt con-
centrates in droplets likely play a role in virus viability. Yang et al.
(35) proposed three conditions related to relative humidity
(RH)—physiological, concentrated, and dry—that play a role in
the infectivity of influenza in droplets. Under this schema, virus
stability was most jeopardized under conditions of RH between
50% and 99%, at which the evaporation of a given droplet of
medium with salts led to an increase in the concentration of sol-
utes; the interaction of mucus and RH yielded a similar effect on
virus persistence.

This study provides general response models for the individual
effects of temperature, pH, and salinity on the ability of IAVs of
different subtypes and from different hosts to remain infective in
a distilled water milieu. Altogether, these results shed some light
on the dynamics of these avian, swine, human, and pandemic
H1N1 viruses under laboratory-simulated “environmental” con-
ditions. Our data indicate that influenza persistence can be mod-
ulated by environmental variables and support previous findings
for avian influenza viruses (12, 13, 17, 18). Furthermore, and per-
haps of greater relevance to the swine and 2009 H1N1 outbreak
strains, these data might inform decisions regarding preventive
and management practices in both the laboratory and the field.
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