
Harlem Renaissance
March-April 2024

March 7  How and why it began     Fran Grigsby
March 14 Early Leaders in Literature:   Eleanor Heginbotham
March 21 Music and Jazz Artists:     Mark Stevens
March 28 Poets and Writers:     Marcia Clemmitt
April 4  Art and Artists:      David Brody
April 11  Black Literature & Migration to Paris: Shelley Brody
April 18  Blacks on Broadway:     Dan Moscowitz
April 25  The Legacy-Why it Ended & its Impact: Karen Stewart

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the first class in an eight-class series about the Harlem Renaissance, the surge of African American cultural expression during the 1920s. My job today is to help you understand what happened between the Civil War and 1920, and how these events created the climate for the Harlem Renaissance. 



What Was the Harlem Renaissance?

 Explosion of cultural expression 1917-1930s

 Literature, music, dance, theater, art, fashion, politics, scholarship

 Focusing on the history, culture, everyday life of African Americans

 In its time, known as the "New Negro Movement”

 “Harlem” but more than Harlem – national and international

 “Renaissance” celebrated African American creativity and culture

 Openly protested the era’s legitimized racism – demanded recognition on high 
cultural plane

 Predictable, not serendipitous

 Self-conscious

Entertainers at Smalls' 
Paradise, Harlem nightclub 
1929

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Important things to know as we prepare for this course:This explosion of expression was very much focused on the African American experience.The New Negro movement implies that there is a new group of African Americans whose priority is not accommodating white expectations, but establishing – and valuing – their own standards, independence and approach to life. This outspoken movement rejected white expectations and the legal racism of the period.This flowering was most visible in Harlem, but it took place in most of large US cities, many of whom already had a history of African American music, business or other distinct presence.The Harlem Renaissance was predictable. It was not inevitable, but it was logical, because a critical mass of leadership had grown up and because so many avenues to legal equality had been tried. The demand for equal intellectual and artistic recognition was a reasonable next step.The people who wrote and performed – and achieved – during this time knew that they were part of a greater effort. They expected to have an impact and to be recognized. They knew their work was part of a larger movement.



Today’s Class - History and Context

How and why it began
Artistic roots & thought leadership
Reconstruction to 1920
Why Harlem

Context and perspective 
Humility

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will look at the political, social and legal history of African Americans over the sixty years prior to the Harlem Renaissance. This history shaped the Harlem Renaissance generation and was the context for all its cultural production. It’s important for us to keep in mind that in 1920, there were African Americans still alive who had been born into slavery. If they weren’t born into slavery, their children and grandchildren could still hear about it from them. Many African American workers still lived in conditions that approached slavery, tied to the land by sharecropping and to second class status by law.We’ll also learn about how Harlem developed, and where the Harlem Renaissance players had their roots.I want to note one obvious thing: I’m white, and all the educators in the course are white. In some ways, we lack the fundamental life experience to teach this topic realistically and with appropriate feeling. With humility, I want to acknowledge that, and commit to use this class to educate myself.And - who’s in this picture? His name is Willis, he’s a a new friend of mine who I want to thank in absentia. Willis tapped on my shoulder during a plane trip, after he saw me working on these slides. He is a retired engineer, and now – at the same age as we are – a Ph.D. religion candidate. The conversation we had added depth and a lot of personal meaning to this presentation.



Causes of the Harlem Renaissance

 Rich, eclectic culture 

 Critical mass of talent
 Stalled economic, social, political progress
 “The Negro was in vogue”

Slavery – 
within living 

memory of 
African 

Americans 
in the 1920s

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What were the key factors in the appearance of the Harlem Renaissance?Literacy had grown in the African American community since the end of the civil war, HBCUs had been founded particularly to train teachers, and in doing so had trained writers and leaders. A small but significant percentage of African Americans had reached the middle class and had raised children who earned advanced degrees. This meant that there was a critical mass of talent to speak out about the African American experience.At the same time, many strategies to achieve equality had been tried, and most had failed. It was clear that the mass of African American citizens were not going to be given the rights they deserved, that attempts to “earn” those rights would be rejected, and that African Americans did not have the power to demand rights by force. Black Codes, sharecropping, the Ku Klux Klan, lynchings, Jim Crow were all the absolute present. We were at the bottom of race relations and equality efforts. Perhaps only the few who had achieved influence in their fields might be in the position to break through the stalled state of civil rights.Also an interesting thing was happening in white American, and in the world: It was becoming fashionable to admire the culture and creations of Africans and African Americans. Their presence in academia, theater, music and art, although frequently in demeaning roles, had created a kind of legitimacy for their contributions that could be spread to other areas.We will talk about how all of this came about, and contributed to the creation of the Harlem Renaissance.



Cultural Memory Since 1619
 On slave ships and plantations - mixed geographies, 

languages, cultures

 Efforts by slave owners to remove identity – illiteracy, 
drumming and gatherings forbidden, “heathen” gods 
forbidden

 Persistent culture - customs, beliefs, harmonies, rhythms, 
folk tales, language

 Christianity’s messages – obedience and equality

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The place we will start our learning about African American creativity in the 1920s is, the heritage that slaves brought from their original homes, and molded to a unique African American experience.African Americans had brought memories and traditions of their African heritage to North America. Despite slaveholders who forebade education and tried to erase tribal cultures, slaves integrated them into their lives – into gatherings, worship and stories carried word of mouth. Unique musical techniques were part of the African heritage. Because of instruments created from household object, craft banjos became the primary instruments of minstrel shows and plantation entertainment. Some Africans had converted to Christianity, even before being sold into slavery, so those rituals were handed down to 20th century African Americans. Christianity’s values also included testifying, protesting and equality – these supported the development of independent thought and creative output.The upper right picture is Philip Quaque – first African to be ordained in Church of England. He preached and taught in Africa around 1800.The building is Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, the first American church for Black congregations founded in Philadelphia, 1786. 



Symbol of Emancipation

Frederick 
Douglass

1818-1895

Reformer, influential in North and Europe
Escaped slave, orator, writer

“One and God 
make a majority.”

“Knowledge makes a man 
unfit to be a slave..”

“I prayed for twenty 
years but received no 
answer until I prayed 
with my legs.”

“The white man’s 
happiness cannot be 
purchased by the black 
man’s misery.”

“Find out just what any people 
will quietly submit to and you 
have the exact measure of the 
injustice and wrong which will 
be imposed on them.”

“Where justice is denied, where poverty is 
enforced, where ignorance prevails, and 
where any one class is made to feel that 
society is an organized conspiracy to oppress, 
rob and degrade them, neither persons nor 
property will be safe.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Frederick Douglass was the first internationally known advocate for abolition and civil rights – and an amazing man. He was an orator, writer, and statesman in 19th century, particularly in Massachusetts, NY, EuropeHe escaped from slavery in Maryland, lived in Rochester much of his adult life. But even he was forced to moved to England for a while because white men demanded that he be returned toi his owner. And his home in Rochester was burned, prompting him to move to DCSeen by some whites as “proof that blacks can lead” (proof of concept). Even among abolitionists, there was frequently an attitude that white men must lead African Americans – he made that a lie. Abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison supported him in taking a leadership position.He was the spoken voice of the black US. Dedicated the Emancipation Memorial in Lincoln Park, DC, 1876He got to see emancipation and voting rights, but died bitterly disappointed in progress towards equality.



Emancipation did not Bring Equal Rights, 
Economic Opportunity, Social Equity
‘What shall we do with the Negro?’ I have had but one answer from the 
beginning. Do nothing with us! Your doing with us has already played the 
mischief with us… If you see him on his way to school, let him alone, don’t 
disturb him! If you see him going to the dinner-table at a hotel, let him go! If 
you see him going to the ballot-box, let him alone, don’t disturb him!” 
  – Frederick Douglass, What the Black Man Wants, 1865

‘No sooner had Northern armies touched Southern soil than this old question, 
newly guised, sprang from the earth,—What shall be done with Negroes? 
Peremptory military commands this way and that, could not answer the query; the 
Emancipation Proclamation seemed but to broaden and intensify the difficulties; 
and the War Amendments made the Negro problems of to-day.” 
  – W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, 1903

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is essential to know that emancipation did not in any way bring equal rights to African Americans. From the proclamation to the early 1900s and beyond, the real problem was to break through bigoty and its efforts to prevent progress on the part of African Americans. The other significant problem was also to prepare African Americans, through education, voting and work, to pick up the responsibilities of citizenship.



Collapsed Economy, Competing Interests, 
4M Freed African Americans

Quick 
restoration of 
secessionist 
states

Andrew 
Johnson 
Administration

African 
Americans, 
Radical 
Republicans Secessionist and 

Border State 
WhitesLand to 

farm

Impose 
ruling class 
lifestyle

Education

Economic, 
civil and 
social 
equality

Restore 
cheap 
agricultural 
labor

No federally 
guaranteed 
rights for 
freed 
people
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The end of the Civil War also left the South with a non-functional economy. The economy had been agricultural. it had been based on a small pool of landed gentry making money from exploiting cheap labor in the form of slavery, emancipation had destroyed thatThese whites (and the smaller farmers and businesses that depended on them) wanted their culture, pleasure and refinement back – their wealthThe Southern fortunes had also been converted into Confederate currency, now worthless, 500M loss The Confederacy had 9.5M people of whom 4M had been slaves, about 40% of the Southern population The Border States had another 2.5M free and 500,000 enslavedThese African Americans wanted land – because land produced wealth – and expected rights, at least education and voting.The Federal government needed a working economic system and a unified country. It’s priority was emphatically not human rights.Andrew Johnson, who inherited the Presidency when Lincoln was assassinated, believed Southern states should rebuild without interference from Federal government (and was, himself, a Confederate supporter.)Notes:Union population 18.5 million. Confederacy, 5.5 million free and 4 million enslaved (some sources say 3.5). Border States 2.5 million free and 500,000 enslaved people.https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/facts.htm#:~:text=Populations,inhabitants%20and%20500%2C000%20enslaved%20peoplehttps://www.statista.com/statistics/1010196/population-us-1860-race-and-gender/https://tildesites.bowdoin.edu/~prael/lesson/tables.htm - percents black/white 



Land without Labor, Labor without Land
 Landowners bartered land for labor - Sharecropping

 Policy was wage labor, not land ownership, for freedmen

 Confiscated lands returned

Forty acres and 
a mule -
Special Field 
Order 15

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The years immediately after the Civil War were a string of experiments and conflicting decisions.First General Sharman issued Special Field Order 15 January 1865, setting aside land for former slaves. This was the legendary 40 acres and a muleThen President Johnson rescinded this at the end of the same year, giving amnesty to the land owners and using federal troops to return confiscated lands.This meant that newly freed black Americans had to no possessions but their skill. Home ownership legal but no property or means to buy itSharecropping was invented – in theory, landowners provided land, former slaves provided labor and they negotiated shares of the crops that resulted.This did not turn out to be the equitable arrangement that it might have been, as we will discuss.There were also Homestead Acts passed later, 1820-1916, but freedmen were not generally eligible until 1868 because not citizens until 1868, and of course prices were too high for blacks with no assetsPhotos: Sharecropper cabin 1890 Virginia, Lagrange Plantation House.c.1860 in Wilkinson County, MS. Map of General Sherman’s land allocation.



Promise of Equality

 Civil Rights Act of 1866

 Reconstruction Acts 1867

 Fourteenth Amendment 1868

 Fifteenth Amendment 1870

 Enforcement Acts 1970-71

 Civil Rights Act of 1875

Peak service - 7 Representatives, 
1 Senator

Presenter Notes
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The Federal government was a classic divided government. Congress was solidly Republican (these congressmen were called “Radical Republicans” – that is to say, focused on human rights and building the African American side of the economy. Remember – none of this was guaranteed either by the Northern victory in the Civil War or by the Emancipation Proclamation. So a great deal of bad practices had time to set in before these laws were passed.Three Amendments and important Civil Rights laws were passed1864 13th Amendment abolished slaveryCivil Rights Act of 1866 enacted April 9, 1866, reenacted 1870, was the first Federal law to define citizenship and affirm that all citizens are equally protected by the law. Attempted to put African-Americans on equal footing with whites. Economic rights to contract, sue, and own property. Opponents argued that this was an unprecedented and unwanted intrusion into local government. This bill was passed two times, vetoed by Andrew Johnson both times, overridden. Some argued that Congress did not yet have the constitutional power to enact this, so Congress ratified the 1866 Act in 1870, after 14th Amendment.1868 14th Amendment - citizenship rights and equal protection under the law – Brown vs. Board of Education & this week’s Colorado ruling1870 15th Amendment – men right to vote regardless of raceEnforcement Acts 1870-1871 aimed at Ku Klux Klan Act. Vote, hold office, serve on juries, equal protection under law. Gave Federal gov’t right to intercede when States did not defend rights. Penalties for interfering with a person's right to vote. President could suspend writ of habeas corpus to combat the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) and other white supremacy organizations. Passed by Congress and signed by President Grant 1871. There have been only minor changes since then, but voluminous interpretation by courts. Civil Rights Act of 1875 - Response to civil rights violations. Passed by Congress and signed by President Grant 1875. Public accommodations, public transportation, jury service. Not effectively enforced, partly because President Grant had favored different measures Finally in 1883 Supreme Court ruled that these laws did not apply to civil rights violations by individuals, only the states.In the meantime, the large population of formerly enslaved people meant there were many more Black voters in the south than the north. In fact some northern states didn’t enfranchise Black men until later. Black representatives and white Republicans were elected local/state/federal. About 2,000 African Americans served in office. States had to rewrite constitutions to be re-admitted to Union, so held constitutional conventions with proportional representation. Notes: Hiram Revels MS - first black to be elected to House of Representatives, 1870. Over the next decade, 15 more elected to House and Senate. In 1874, as most areas of the South were falling back under white Democratic control, Beaufort elected Robert Smalls to serve in the United States Congress. He eventually served five terms in House of Representatives 1875 - 1887. Final Black congressman from the South until 1973 was George White NC, 1897-1901. White final speech in House January 29, 1901:“This is perhaps the Negroes' temporary farewell to the American Congress, but let me say, Phoenix-like he will rise up some day and come again. These parting words are in behalf of an outraged, heart-broken, bruised and bleeding, but God-fearing people; faithful, industrious, loyal, rising people – full of potential force.” After White, no more Black Congress members from original 11 Confederate states until 1973 - Andrew Young, Jr., GA and Barbara Jordan TXhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjetWrsQb-E   re elected officials 



“This is a country for white men, and as 
long as I am President, it will be a 
government for white men.”
 - President Andrew Johnson

Black Codes and Intimidation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In opposition to these positive developments: Immediately after the war there was a fierce and violent countermovement among white supremacists. Political leaders set out to reestablish the old South in a new form, created Black Codes, rules and laws at local and state levelWritten evidence of employment was demanded, or a black man would forfeit earnings and be arrestedLaws mandated work as agriculture or servant, or pay a tax (SC)Rent, vagrancy, back taxes led to prison - which led to farm workPoll taxes, literacy tests and intimidation invalidated civil rightsParamilitary groups (White League LA, Red Shirts MS, NC, SC)Ku Klux Klan (formed Pulaski, TN, 1865 as social club for former Confederate soldiers) evolved into hooded terrorist organization throughout South – murdered thousands of free blacks, and white Republican allies. For example, Colfax Massacre in April 1873.- Democrats set the courthouse on fire, burning blacks alive or shooting as they emerged. Between 70 and 150 African Americans were massacred.By 1868 election - Threats of violence, beatings, and killings widely intimidates Republican voters. Democrats (allied with racists) were elected in Louisiana, Kansas, and GeorgiaRepublicans ultimately sent Ulysses S. Grant to the White House in 1868.Grant: “A condition of affairs now exists in some of the States of the Union rendering life and property insecure . . . That the power to correct these evils is beyond the control of the State authorities I do not doubt . . . Therefore I urgently recommend such legislation as in the judgment of Congress shall effectually secure life, liberty, and property and the enforcement of law in all parts of the United States.” As described a couple of slides ago, this led to 1871 Enforcement Act. The act enabled Grant to send troops into the states and disrupt the Klan networkDemonstrated to the South that the federal government had the power and determination to intervene on behalf of the rights of freed people. Many of the Klan members accepted plea bargains, moderate sentences.But it was challenged in the courts, and the Supreme Court Slaughterhouse Cases (1873), the Court narrowly defined the “privileges and immunities” of federal citizenship, and found that the Fourteenth Amendment had not been intended to expand federal powers over the states. As a result, civil rights cases would be heard in unsympathetic state courts.United States v. Cruikshank (1876), Supreme Court struck down Enforcement Act, saying that 14th Amendment only applied to civil rights violations by the states and not private citizensKlan began to use less brutal means to intimidate black voters, though violence against African Americans continued.Reconstruction and the political hopes of the black community ended Pictures:Free black man being sold to pay his debtsBlack men imprisoned for black code violations in TNThis 1868 political cartoon from Harper’s Weekly depicts the KKK and the Democratic Party as continuations of the Confederacy.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGPAnLDzQYY - Good re reconstruction



Collapse of Reconstruction 
and Jim Crow Supreme Court: 

Civil Rights laws 
unconstitutional

Plessy v. Ferguson 
Separate but equal

1877
Compromise 

-  US army 
withdraws 

from 
Southern 

states
State 
constitutions 
and laws 
define 
economic, 
educational 
and social 
inequality Wilmington Coup 1898

Riots Atlanta 1906 
Springfield IL 1908 etc.

Financial and 
social 

segregation 
in the North
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With the court rulings that diminished the power of federal law, the “Black Codes” were replaced by worse laws. Jim Crow laws were much more permanent and institutionalized than the Black Codes, because they were formed after the Supreme Court justified that "separate but equal" institutions still respected African American rights/equality.Reconstruction collapsed with 1877 Compromise that elected Rutherford Hayes but removed Union troops from the South1883 Supreme Court struck down Civil Rights Act – efforts of state, not individualsPlessy vs. Ferguson 1893 – separate but equalWhite majorities reclaimed political control and passed laws, poll taxes, and grandfather clauses and even amended state constitutions to disfranchise the freed people.Jim Crow effectively gutted black political, economic and social power in all areas of life – voting, public and private facilities, job rights. They were the law of the land until the 1960s Civil Rights movement. 



Sowing the Seeds of 
Cultural Leadership

 Freedmen’s Bureau, American Missionary 
Association and black communities 
established schools 

 50% of African Americans Literate by 1900 

 Colleges to provide teachers for black schools

 Medical and legal aid, family unification

 Underfunded, mismanaged, shut down 1872

Fisk Free Colored School 
1866 (former barracks)

Howard Main 1900 
(founded 1867)

Five generations South Carolina 1884

Presenter Notes
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In addition to Black Codes and lawmaking, there was also progress made in African American education and economics. The Freedmen’s Bureau was established and given the charter to educate and do practically everything that helped former slaves uplift themselves. Managed by the Army because this was the only Federal presence in the South, it provided food/clothing/fuel, improved medical care, served as legal advocates for AfAms in state and federal courts, helped AfAms find separated family members, oversaw contracts between laborers and planters.This laid the groundwork for the creation of an educated class who would become the writers and leaders of the Harlem Renaissance. Reading and writing were considered critical by the freedmen themselves, by the bureau, by well-meaning Southern citizens and by Northern missionary groups. Between 1865-1870 2,577 schools of all levels were founded. Beginning with simple literacy education for all African Americans, Freedmen's Aid Societies expanded towards high school and college educations. Groups based in the North directed money toward universities and colleges. American Missionary Association (Congregational Church) was active in founding “Normal” schools for teachers. Poor whites and farm families that wanted to upgrade themselves took advantage of these as well.Teachers were half southern whites; one-third black (mostly southern), and one-sixth were northern whites.Bureau could seize Confederate property for educational use - planters' mansions, government buildings, books, and furniture – also provided transportation and room and board for teachers. 1865 >90,000 former slaves enrolled as students in such public schools, though white violence against schools and teachers discouraged teachers. Universities founded: Howard (1867 by Freedmen's Bureau, named for commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau, General Oliver Otis Howard, Fisk (began as military barracks), St. Augustine’s College, Johnson C. Smith Univerity, Clark Atlanta University, Dillard, Shaw, Virginia Union, Hampton University (American Missionary Association), Tougaloo, Tuskegee (Alabama Legislature), Tennessee State (TN Legislature).By1869 Southern Democrats in Congress had deprived the Bureau of most of its funding and staff.Supporters of the agrarian way of life opposed Bureau, saying it would make African Americans "lazy"1872 Congress abruptly abandoned the program.Its work was difficult of course because of Black Codes & intimidation. And it was also underfunded and mismanaged. Scoundrels – carpetbaggers - followed the money and cheated both whites and blacks. Pictures:Five generations of black family, SC 1884Howard Main in 1900 and Fisk’s former army barracks at its foundingTwo schools 



Stereotypes, Mockery 
and Curiosity

1902

Virginia Minstrels 
1844

Jump Jim Crow
1830s

Joel Chandler Harris, 
Uncle Remus: His Songs 

and Sayings 1881

https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=bLN1jjW2mcc
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A horrifying view of so-called African American culture was minstrelsy. “Minstrelsy shows the centrality of African American contributions to our popular culture and the uneasy blending of fascination and fear, delight and disdain, respect and rebuke—indeed, love and hate—that typified the posture of most U.S. whites toward African Americans and their culture.” (quoted and re-quoted on internet, can’t find original source).Began 1830 Northeastern states. By 1848, blackface minstrel shows were THE national artform. Mostly white actors wearing blackface, comically portraying racial stereotypes - dimwitted, lazy, buffoonish, cowardly, superstitious, and happy-go-lucky. Comic skits, dancing, music that claimed to be authentic, medicine shows, Wild West shows, Stock characters, slave and the dandy, the mammy, the old darky, the provocative mulatto, the black soldier. Shows went to UK, Western Europe, Africa, Asia. Some African-American performers and minstrel groups formed and toured. 1840s-'50s, William Henry Lane and Thomas Dilward became the first African Americans to perform on the minstrel stage. All-black troupes followed as early as 1855. Brooker and Clayton's Georgia Minstrels, Sam Hague's Slave Troupe of Georgia Minstrels.Horace Weston was billed as "World's Greatest Banjoist” – also composed banjo music, "Horace Weston's Home Sweet Home," "Horace Weston's New Schottische," "Horace Weston's Old-Time Jig," "Weston's Great Minor Jig.” – and allied with banjo maker who produced his designs.Had to fall in line with stereotypes, even offstage. One advertisement: ”Seven slaves just from Alabama, who are earning their freedom by giving concerts under the guidance of Northern friends.” Had to stay in character off stage, dressed in ragged "slave clothes" and perpetually smiling. Trouble securing lodging when they toured so hired whole trains and began custom sleeping cars.Banjo dominated. Performers such as Uncle Dave Macon, helped popularize banjo and fiddle in modern country music By 1919, only three troupes dominated the scene. But European vaudeville shows and film continued blackface The Jazz Singer (1927), first feature-length motion picture with synchronized dialogue., Mammy (1930) another Al Jolson film, had songs by Irving Berlin.New York became center for indigenous popular music late 1800s, when previously scattered songwriters and publishers converged at Broadway & 28th St., Tin Pan Alley.In another stream of culture, African American stories and music were co-opted by white writers who turned them into popular books and music, like Uncle Remus.Photos -Thomas Dartmouth Rice's successful song-and-dance number, "Jump Jim Crow”, that provided the name for the repressive systemSheet music cover for "Dandy Jim from Caroline", featuring Dan Emmett (center) and the other Virginia Minstrels, c. 1844 Fisk Jubilee Singers, touring since 1871 to raise money for Fisk – made traditional music written and performed by African Americans into a worldwide recognized categoryHorace WestonFirst edition of Uncle Remus, written by a white man and popular in white cultureBill Bailey, written by a white man, performed by white performers, about African Americans Other examples:"Dixie", adopted by the Confederacy as its unofficial national anthem"Carry Me Back to Old Virginny”, sanitized, state song of Virginia until 1997"My Old Kentucky Home" remains Kentucky state song.) Stephen Foster, mid 1800s - Camptown Races, Old Folks at Home/Swanee River, My Old Kentucky Home, Hard Times Come Again No MoreGospel songs and spirituals - Blessed Assurance (Fanny Crosby, 1873), Let My People Go (1862 or earlier); Down By the Riverside” (Civil War) “Let my People Go” (first Negro spiritual to be recorded in sheet music, 1862). Camp meeting songs - “Battle Hymn of the Republic”, words from Julia Ward Howe set to camp meeting music (also John Brown’s Body)British songs migrated:  “Amazing Grace” 1779 international, “Rock of Ages” 1775, Abide with Me 1847, Oh God our Help in Ages Past 1708. 



Education, Entrepreneurship and Compromise 

Booker T. 
Washington
1856-1915

Tuskegee Institute, 1881
Atlanta Compromise, 1895

Programs that trained 
blacks for the lives 
they were likely to 
lead and the jobs they 
could get

1900

Dined with Theodore 
Roosevelt in the White 
House, 1901

“I have learned that 
success is to be measured 
not so much by the 
position that one has 
reached in life as by the 
obstacles which he has had 
to overcome while trying 
to succeed.”

“Success in life is founded 
upon attention to the 
small things rather than to 
the large things; to the 
every day things nearest to 
us rather than to the 
things that are remote and 
uncommon.”
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Another leadership voice that set the stage for the Harlem Renaissance:Born a slave in VA, Booker T Washington founded Tuskegee Institute in 1881 and the National Negro Business League 1900. The Business league had 600 chapters 1915 to foster black entrepreneurship. Washington was an expert at getting support from the black community and from white industrialists, politicians (appointments), philanthropists (black schools), newspapers. Believed in betterment by hard work and thrift, and that African Americans had to master basic work before college careers and professionals. His mission was to train blacks for the lives they were likely to lead and the jobs they could get in the South.1895 he engineered the Atlanta Compromise between himself, other AfAm leaders, Southern white leaders. Blacks would work and submit to white political rule, while Southern whites would guarantee that blacks would receive basic education and due process in law. Blacks would not focus their demands on equality, integration, or justice. Northern whites would fund black educational charities. First supported, later opposed by W. E. B. Du Bois and others because of what was seen as his silence on violence and social conditions. In his time, the term New Negro gained currency:Editorial in Cleveland Gazette, celebrating New York Civil Rights Law, spoke of “a class of colored people, the ‘New Negro,’ . . . who have arisen since the war, with education, refinement, and money.”J. W. E. Bowen, “An Appeal to the King” defined the New Negro as “the consciousness of a racial personality under the blaze of a new civilization.” Booker T. Washington’s A New Negro for a New Century: An Accurate and Up-to-Date Record of the Upward Struggles of the Negro Race - black histories, slave narratives, journalism, biographical sketches, and extended defenses of the combat performances of black soldiers from the American Revolution . . . to the Spanish-American War”. Intended to “turn” the new century’s image of the black away from stereotypesLater, The New Negro: An Interpretation (1925) anthology of fiction, poetry, and essays on African & African American art and literature edited by Alain Locke, who lived in DC and taught at Howard.Note: In the same year as Atlanta Compromise, 1895 – W.E.B. Du Bois got PhD from Harvard in hand, Frederick Douglass died after having made some of the bitterest and most despairing speeches on "race." 



Journalism and Lynching

Ida B. Wells
1862-1931

Anti-lynching investigative journalist
Founder of NAACP

“The people must know 
before they can act, and 
there is no educator to 
compare with the press.”

“Brave men do not gather 
by thousands to torture 
and murder a single 
individual, so gagged and 
bound that he cannot 
make even feeble 
resistance or defense.” “Our country's national 

crime is lynching. It is not 
the creature of an hour, 
the sudden outburst of 
uncontrolled fury, or the 
unspeakable brutality of 
an insane mob.”

“…For all kinds of offenses - 
and, for no offenses - from 
murders to misdemeanors, 
men and women are put to 
death without judge or jury”

Presenter Notes
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A leadership voice that set the stage for the political and social activism of the Harlem Renaissance, and remained active through it.Memphis teacher Ida B. Wells - prominent activist against Jim Crow laws after refusing to leave a first-class train car designated for white people. She successfully sued the railroad but verdict was reversed by TN Supreme CourtHer voice was newspaper writing: 1889 became co-owner of the Memphis Free Speech and Headlight, took on school segregation and sexual harassment. Traveled throughout the South doing one of the first systematic studies of lynchingMob destroyed her newspaper and threatened her with death, forcing her to move to the North, where she continued.Blacks were "lynched for anything or nothing" – for stealing hogs, being "saucy to white people", sleeping with a consenting white woman – for being in the wrong place at the wrong time. Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in all its Phases and The Red Record. Born into slavery. Founder of NAACP. Impact 1890s. Lynching increased dramatically in the aftermath of Reconstruction. 1882 to 1901 saw the highest period of lynchings, with an average of over 150 each year. 1892 saw the most number of lynchings in a year: 231 or 3.25 per one million people. Never convicted.



History, Activism, Self-Awareness

W.E.B. Du Bois
1868-1963

Sociologist, prolific author, historian
Voice for the international and activist 

black community

Niagara Movement, 1905
NAACP, 1909

Pan-African Congresses
Editor, The Crisis
NAACP Journal

"We want full manhood 
suffrage and we want it 
now.... We are men! We 
want to be treated as men. 
And we shall win."

“Now is the accepted time, not 
tomorrow, not some more 
convenient season. It is today that 
our best work can be done and not 
some future day or future year.”

“The slave went free; stood 
a brief moment in the sun; 
then moved back again 
toward slavery.”  (1935)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And now to the leading voice for African-Americans of the period 1900 and beyond.W.E.B Du Bois was a Fisk graduate, the first black Harvard Ph.D., a Co-founder of Niagara Movement and NAACPHe lived and worked in TN, OH, PA, Atlanta, Munich, Paris. He worked his way through most of his education.Renounced Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Compromise policies but agreed with him on points about the importance of educationEditor of The Crisis (leadership NAACP publication). The Souls of Black Folk (1903) his book, defined the African-American experience for the broad international audience.He published prolifically. Black Reconstruction in America (1935) was a definitive history studyHis voice, expressed in The Crisis and his spoken word, was seen as the definitive voice for the activist African American citizenry. It also established concepts and attitudes that thoughtful white audiences used for guidance. Throughout his career, he saw the African American movement as an international movement. He organized the Exhibit of American Negros at the 1900 Paris exposition. He also attended the first Pan-African Congress and continued to attend these meetings and advocate them.Du Bois stood up against Booker T. Washington’s accommodation. He also stood up for black support for World War OneDuring the war, he documented prejudice in military and was disappointed in outcomes for African-Americans. After the war:We return.We return from fighting.We return fighting.Make way for Democracy! We saved it in France, and by the Great Jehovah,we will save it in the United States of America, or know the reason why.Other outstanding names:Mary Church Terrell (1863–1954), civil rights and women’s rights advocate, born into a prosperous family in Memphis. Graduate of Oberlin College 1895, first black woman appointed to DC Board of Education. Founding president of National Association of Colored Women. Politically involved, despite her formal disfranchisement. National American Woman Suffrage Association. James Weldon Johnson – investigated lynching of Ell Persons in MemphisPullman Porters Parade - Irving Berlin, Al JolsonPorters 1860-1968 former slavesBrotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1925While the pay was very low by the standards of the day, in an era of significant racial prejudice, being a Pullman porter was one of the best jobs available for African-American men. In 1917, Randolph and Owen founded The Messenger with the help of the Socialist Party of America. It was a radical monthly magazine that campaigned against lynching, opposed U.S. participation in World War I, and urged African Americans to resist being drafted, fight for an integrated society, and join radical unions. The Department of Justice called The Messenger "the most able and the most dangerous of all the Negro publications." When it began publishing the work of black poets and authors, a critic called it "one of the most brilliantly edited magazines in the history of Negro journalism."[4]Soon thereafter, the editorial staff of The Messenger became divided by three issues: the growing rift between West Indian and African Americans, support for the Bolshevik revolution, and support for Marcus Garvey's Back-to-Africa movement. In 1919, most West Indian radicals joined the new Communist Party, while African-American leftists—Randolph included—mostly supported the Socialist Party. The infighting left The Messenger short of financial support, and it went into decline.Randolph unsuccessfully ran on the Socialist Party ticket for New York State Comptroller in 1920 and for Secretary of State of New York in 1922. 



…the Negro is a sort of seventh son, born with a veil, and gifted with 
second-sight in this American world,—a world which yields him no true 
self-consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation 
of the other world. It is a peculiar sensation, this double-
consciousness, this sense of always looking at one’s self through the 
eyes of others, of measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that 
looks on in amused contempt and pity. One ever feels his twoness,—an 
American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; 
two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps 
it from being torn asunder….

The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color-
line,—the relation of the darker to the lighter races of men in Asia and 
Africa, in America and the islands of the sea.

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, 1903

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(Skip if time is tight)These two pages of concepts are among his contributions to our past and current understanding of the challenges of African-American life and the challenges of resolving the long history of bias and Jim Crow.The VeilThe problem of the color line



“Between me and the other world there is ever an unasked question: 
unasked by some through feelings of delicacy; by others through the 
difficulty of rightly framing it. All, nevertheless, flutter round it. They 
approach me in a half-hesitant sort of way, eye me curiously or 
compassionately, and then, instead of saying directly, How does it feel 
to be a problem? they say, I know an excellent colored man in my town; 
or, I fought at Mechanicsville; or, Do not these Southern outrages make 
your blood boil? At these I smile, or am interested, or reduce the 
boiling to a simmer, as the occasion may inquire. To the real question, 
How does it feel to be a problem? I answer seldom a word.”

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, 1903

“Education must not simply teach work—it must teach Life. The Talented Tenth 
of the Negro race must be made leaders of thought and missionaries of culture 
among their people. No others can do this and Negro colleges must train men 
for it. The Negro race, like all other races, is going to be saved by its 
exceptional men.”

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Negro Problem: A Series of Articles 
by Representative Negroes of To-day, 1903

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(Skip if time is tight)Talented Tenth



Ragtime
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Jazz
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Kansas City, 
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Canada

George 
W. 

Johnson 
1890

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to the intellectual and political leadership, African Americans developed the first uniquely American musical styles – Blues, Ragtime and Jazz. Even before Emancipation, slaves were performing on farms and in in major cities. Dances like the Cake walk and Charleston grew from African American movement. Caribbean and other immigrant influences were incorporated. Cities offered opportunities to perform and earn a living wage. Itinerant singers, banjo groups and brass bands traveled wherever the money was, and spread musical styles as far as New York’s Harlem. Minstrelsy itself, though demeaning, had familiarized people with the idea of African American performersPlus worldwide adoption was facilitated by WWI. Minority music became mainstream music as clubs and sheet music publishers discovered new talent. In parallel, there was a new middle class in the US, thanks to Progressive reforms that allowed more competition and created new wealth. The children of this middle class made this music the first “youth” music. George W. Johnsonhttps://timbrooks.net/george-w-johnson-the-first-black-recording-star/ 



Eblon Theater 
Orchestra 

James Scott

1899

Scott Joplin

Vernon and Irene Castle
1911-1918

Turkey Trot, Grizzly Bear, Samba

St. Louis, Kansas City 
and the Bluenoses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ragtime, the first widely-popular African American music style, had a popular life of only 25 years, 1890-1915. It was developed by African American pianists in the St. Louis area, many of whom could not read or write music, but who improvised pieces with several different musical themes. These themes were interwoved with each other in patterns of repeats and variations. There are three primary composers who made this a national style - Scott Joplin, whose complex Maple Leaf Rag was the first piece of instrumental music to sell over 1M copies; James Scott, whose Frog Legs Rag was second only to the Maple Leaf Rag, and who led an eight-piece ragtime orchestra; and Joseph Lamb, who wrote a library’s worth of ragtime songs that made ragtime a true category of music. The new rhythms of ragtime spawned dance bands, white and African American, and led to new dance steps like the Turkey Trot. Irene and Vernon Castle, professional dancers for the upper class, adopted ragtime and helped popularize it worldwide by inventing dances like the Quick-Step, tango, polka, Samba, foxtrot. The Chicago World’s Fair and World War One spread the music worldwide.And then there was Alexander’s Ragtime Band, by Irving Berlin. Hold that thought for three more slides. 



Blues 
from 

Regional 
to 

National

W.C. Handy
“Father of the Blues”

Mamie Smith

Mamie Smith

Bessie Smith

Ma Rainey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Blues came to visibility in the mid 1800s, though it has existed much longer. The Blues pattern is simple and flexible - three chords, most often arranged in twelve bar sequences, with infinite variations. Blues has been described as the “Profane twin of the sacred music of the black Baptist church – One praying to God, the other to what’s human,” because its structure is similar to traditional Black worship music. Like Ragtime and Jazz, its early entertainment venues were whorehouses, New Orleans’ Storyville, Chicago’s Tenderloin. The key things that took the Blues into the wide public realm were W.C. Handy and female singers. In 1909, Handy had a successful bank on Beale Street in Memphis. By 1912, he had published the “Memphis Blues”, his breakout song that started as a campaign song and I credited as the inspiration for the fox trot. In 1917, he moved to New York, and signed a recording contract with Victor in 1919. His prolific writing, astute moves and business management all helped him leap past the perception that he was only doing “black music” to become a widely popular recording artist. He also helped move black singers into the blues realm. Many female singers had clung to white standards for safety, but he cleared the way for Mamie Smith, Bessie Smith and Ma Rainey to record Blues songs in the 1920, sometimes with his band as backup.The popularity of Blues music produced a cultural upswell across the north and in the west. In Chicago, for example, Black luminaries held public art exhibitions and gathered collections of materials on Black history at the city’s public library. Call and response, shouts, moans, exultations, signifying



Congo Square and Storyville, 1897-1917

Tony Jackson 
and his song 

“Pretty Baby”

Jelly Roll 
Morton’s “Jelly 

Roll Blues”, 
published 1915
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print
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relief in Congo 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And then there is jazz, that started in the public squares of Louisiana and became the most widely recognized and authentic form of American music. Begionning 1817, during slavery, New Orleans was one of the rare places that allowed slave drumming, dancing and singing. In fact, it designated its Congo Square for that purpose. As the city became the shipping center of the US, it became known as the city with the  “Most famous brothels and least effective law enforcement in the South”It also became the meeting place for people and music from all over the world, providing lots of variations for the improvisational world of jazz, most especially Creole influence. Tony Jackson was the seminal early jazz pianist, who established jazz as a unique form of music. His first musical job was in 1995 at age 13, playing piano during off hours at a Storyville bar. Openly homosexual, he established the acceptance of “people of difference” as legitimate stars. He was a mentor to jazz musicians who went on to fame, especially Jelly Roll Morton. Morton claimed to have invented jazz, though he did not, but he is credited with inventing swing.The first jazz records were released in New York in March, 1917, just a month before the US entered WWI, and just in time for band leaders like James Reese Europe to carry the music to Europe. Notes:https://heartoflouisiana.com/drums-of-congo-square/Quote from Jelly Roll Morton: All these [pianists] were hard to beat, but when Tony Jackson walked in, any one of them would get up from the piano stool. If he didn't, somebody was liable to say, "Get up from that piano. You hurting its feelings. Let Tony play." Tony was real dark, and not a bit good-looking, but he had a beautiful disposition. He was the outstanding favorite of New Orleans...Tony happened to be one of those gentlemens that a lot of people call them a lady or sissy... and that was the cause of him going to Chicago … He liked the freedom there.From all over the world: pirates, adventurers, exiles, criminals, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Englishmen, Irishmen, Indians, Chinese, Italians, West Indians, Africans.



Eleven versions in Top 40 
1911 - 1947 

Gershwin, 
Jolson 1919 

Irving Berlin

Technology 
and Tin Pan 

Alley

Presenter Notes
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In thinking about the spread of African American culture, it’s important to mention the role of technology. By the late 19th century, the piano, guitar, banjo and violin had become common instruments in American homes. In addition, the technology of recording and replaying music and the spoken wordExperiments in capturing sound on a recording medium in 1800s. First practical pneumatic piano player, called the Pianola, invented in 1896Recording mechanism was a large conical horn that collected and focused the physical air pressure of sound waves towards a sensitive membrane connected to stylus. Stylus scratched an analog of sound waves onto a roll of coated paper, or a cylinder or disc coated with a soft material wax or soft metal. Pioneering efforts: phonautograph (Frenchman Édouard-Léon Scott) 1857, Thomas Edison’s phonograph 1877, Berliner Gramophone 1890. Narrow segment of audible sound spectrum, so louder instruments required (trumpet, cornet, trombone); lower-register brasses (tuba, euphonium); wood blocks instead of bass drums. And singers had to be loud!Listening shops were invented so customers could hear recordings before they bought. In addition, songwriters and publishers moved to NYC to form Tin Pan Alley.And the search was on for new material! African American stories and styles were appropriated by white performers, then black singers performed middle-of-the-road songs, and finally publishers “discovered” authentic ragtime, blues and jazz.In 1925, introduction of Western Electric's integrated system of electrical microphones, electronic signal amplifiers and electromechanical recorders was adopted by major US record labels. Consumer discs were mass-produced mechanically by creating a master and re-stamping it. Widened range and led to a dramatic change in the performance style of singers, ushering in the age of the "crooner". Also enabled development of broadcast radio, public address systems, and electronically-amplified home record players. quieter instruments (guitar, string bass 1927 film The Jazz Singer used large soundtrack records. So songs could be distributed on more than printed and punched paper – and specific versions of songs could become broad hits. Alexander’s Ragtime Band is a classic example, recorded by eleven different singers. The song wasn’t a rag, the band didn’t exist, but Berlin made it the rage everywhere and this created a publicity machine for true Ragtime music.The Daily Express wrote in 1913 that:“In every London restaurant, park and theater, you hear [Berlin's] strains; Paris dances to it; Vienna has forsaken the waltz; Madrid has flung away her castanets, and Venice has forgotten her barcarolles. Ragtime has swept like a whirlwind over the earth.” 



Industrialization – The Workers 
Side of the Gilded Age

 US grew to 11% of international trade

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Music technology is just one example of the industrialization that swept the country. This industrialization was one of the major factors that led to the concentration of people in Harlem. US was world’s largest and most productive economy in 1890. Better communication, manufacturing technology, progress from raw materials to finished goodsBy 1860 the population was migrating to industrial jobs in cities - only about 50 percent rural, down from over 80 percent.By 1900 the United States had one half the world's manufacturing capacity. Industrial goods were 6% of GNP and the US had a positive balance of payments New industries since Civil War: petroleum refining, steel manufacturing, electrical power, internal combustion powered transportationRailroads, mining, finance, timber, sugar, liquor, meatpacking, steel, mining, tobacco, textile.US had 11% of International trade in 1913, Britain was down from 20% in 1870 to 15%, Germany to 13%Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller (Standard Oil)Small businesses grew as well as mass production – nails, nuts and bolts, wirePhotos:Transcontinental RailroadShadwell Rope 1878Standard Oil fieldSteel Works and Blast-Furnaces in Braddock, Pennsylvania (1891) 
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Communication - 
Access to 
Information, 
Workers and Jobs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Industrialization did not just provide jobs – it provided information about jobs. These photos are: Making wires for Atlantic Telegraph Cable (1866) printing presses that progressed to be able to do short runs – customized communication – in the mid 1800s; and of course the transatlantic railroad, which did not just carry people, it carried newspapers with job advertisements and information. Most particularly, it carried the Chicago Defender, 
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Entry 
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Presenter Notes
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On top of industrialization, World War One exploded the need for labor. It triggered a 44-month economic boom from 1914 to 1918. Exports to Europe went from $1.479B in 1913 to $4.062B in 1917. With that, in 1917, when the US declared war, there was no stockpile of armaments – and factory workers were being recruited and drafted. Because European factories were out of commission or producing armaments, the demand for US raw materials converted to finished goods that could be shipped directly overseas.



Immigration Tide Halted
Of 99M population:
• 12% former slaves
• 14% foreign born
• 20% one parent born abroad

4.7
%

13.1
%

12M immigrants 
1900-1914

60 % Europe
34 % Americas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
White men became soldiers, and European immigrants disappeared.There had been an enormous wave of immigration from the late 1800s to World War One – and it stopped on a dime.1m immigrants in 1914 dropped to 200k 1915 and 31K in 1918. And this was supplemented by an outflow of recent German and Eastern European immigrants, no longer welcome in the US. Steel mills, slaughterhouses, construction, factories all turned to recruiting in the SouthBackground:In addition labor unions, eugenicists, rural protestants (who distrusted cities, Catholics, Jews) and conservative white Northeasterners were against immigration, passed the 1882 Chinese exclusion act and hoped to restore the ”racial purity” of the US.Five million Germans had moved to US between 1820 and 1924.TODAY: 13% foreign born, 40% from Asia, 40% North and South America, 12% from Europe. 



Great Migration
1910-1940

• Black population growth
• NYC 66%
• Chicago 148%
• Philadelphia 500%
• Detroit 611%

1M migrants  1910-20

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And of course, all of these changes led to the Great Migration, seen as the single cause of the concentration of African Americans in Harlem. Five million people moving to northern and western industrial cities between 1915 and the mid 20th century.  



The Pull… 
and the Push

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Circumstances conspired to make these moves almost inevitable: Jim Crow laws that denied Black people their civil rights in former slave and border stateseconomic conditions that made it impossible to build wealth labor shortages sparked by industrialization and World War Onecalls from relatives and friends to black communities that had more control over their own fateAnd one must add, recruiters who convinced people to move to some places where conditions were different, but no better.



Why Harlem?

 New York City was the final destination of 
the largest number of African American 
migrants

 Overbuilding and subway delays opened 
opportunities for creative developers

 Migrants tried to avoid overcrowded 
tenements of Hell’s Kitchen

Dancing the 
Charleston in 
Harlem, 1920

 Prohibition and Tin Pan Alley 
opened business opportunities

 “Slumming” became popular 
with white pleasure-seekers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The northern Manhattan neighborhood of Harlem was meant to be an upper-class white neighborhood in the 1880s, but rapid overdevelopment meant empty buildings and desperate landlords early 1900s, a few middle-class black families from another neighborhood known as Black Bohemia moved to Harlem, and other black families followed. White residents initially fought to keep African Americans out and eventually fled.And Harlem turned into a magnet for migrants in search of a rich cultural and social life, and economic opportunity, in a majority black “town”.Harlem’s influence spread throughout white culture.It became a popular destination for white pleasure-seekers who frequented speakeasies and “black-and-tan saloons.” Prohibition increased business, as money moved to this area where businessmen were willing to take risks“Slumming,” brought white patrons into contact with Black cultural expression—art and music they considered exotic, dangerous, and titillating.



The Business of the Color Line

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mpj8PXPOM-I

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Philip Payton is the hero of this piece. He was, purely and simply, a capitalist who saw an opportunity when he saw it.



Hatred Stoked 
by Labor Resentment

Memphis
Waco

“At the hands 
of persons 
unknown”

22 May 1917

May-July 1917

Presenter Notes
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This is in no way a happy ending for the African American story. The Harlem Renaissance was stoked by the horrendous conditions that had existed during and since slaveryAs African Americans moved to cities and penetrated the labor market, hatred found other places and sparks for persecution.Lynchings, beatings, riots and labor conflicts spread wherever African Americans took jobs and formed working communities.About 1000 lynchings a decade, until they began to fall off in the 1910s.Race riots and major public lynchings, for example:May 15, 1916 – WacoMay & July 1917 – East St. LouisMay 22, 1917 – Memphis – Ell Persons burned alive, remains scattered all over townThese continued to and through the 1920s, as we’ll revisitBackground:Lynchings by decade	Whites	Blacks	Total	1880s	669	534	1203	1890s	429	1111	1540	1900s	95	791	886	1910s	53	569	622	1920s	34	281	315East St. Louis - mostly white workers of the Aluminum Ore Company in East St. Louis voted to strike. Company recruited black workers as strike breakers. At labor meeting May 28, rumors circulated of black men fraternizing with white women. 1,000-3,000 white men marched to downtown East St. Louis & attacked African Americans on street and in streetcars. Burned buildings. Governor called in National Guard to suppress violence. Conditions eased for a few weeks. Blamed on "southern negroes were misled by false advertisements and unscrupulous employment agents to come to East St. Louis in such numbers under false pretenses of secure jobs and decent living quarters." Police chief estimated that 100 African Americans were killed.  Ida B. Wells reported in The Chicago Defender that 40–150 African-American people were killed. 



Back to Africa Movement
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Presenter Notes
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One reaction to these events were public movement, black and white, for the answer to be ”Somewhere else”The white American Colonization Society was formed as early as 1816 to encourage settlement abroad. 15,000 African Americans were settled in the western territories, Canada, Mexico, and finally Liberia.Marcus Garvey represented this movement for the black population, founding the Universal Negro Improvement Association 1914, Negro World newspaper and the Black Star Line, a shipping company specifically created to create an African Americans nation in Africa.The lower right photo is Garvey in a Harlem parade. The other side of this movement was the influx of black immigrants from Haiti and other countries of the West Indies.�A decline of sugar prices meant that West Indians that lived in the United States increased from 4,000 people in 1850 to more than 20,000 in 1900 and 100K by 1930, bringing an international consciousness to the movement for equal rights, and inspiration from revolutions in that area.Also an impact on African American religion, entertainment that impacted Harlem Renaissance. 



Organized Resistance

Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) 

1913: Re-segregated civil 
service & government 

workplaces

1915: Birth of a Nation shown 
in White House, praised by 

Wilson

10,000 march Silent 
Parade July 28, 1917

1914 -  NAACP 6,000 
members and 50 branches

James Weldon 
Johnson

(1871-1938)

NAACP leader & 
Exec Secy 
1917-30

Jessie Redmon 
Fauset (1882-1961)

Literary editor, The 
Crisis, NAACP magazine
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Economic opportunity, migration and white backlash all contributed to a more aggressive and organized demand for equal rights.The Niagara Movement was founded 1905 by W.E.B. Du Bois, William Monroe Trotter (journalist and businessman) and others to seek full rights and an alternative to Booker T. Washington’s conciliatory approach. 1909 it was absorbed into the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. NAACP used federal courts to challenge disenfranchisement and residential segregation. Only seven of the sixty founders were African American, but over time African Americans took the lead. Urban League, founded in 1910, focused on job opportunities. National Association of Colored Women was first major black self-help organization, founding settlement houses, kindergartens, scholarship funds, orphanages, homes for aged, anti-lynching efforts.Leaders who exemplified both sides of the equal rights struggle were James Weldon Johnson, Jessie R. Fauset and Woodrow Wilson. Johnson investigated lynching in Memphis.and became Executive Secretary of the NAACP in 1917. He bridged political action with the cultural movement of the Harlem Renaissance as a writer, poet, novelist, and anthologist of African American hymns. He wrote lyrics for "Lift Every Voice and Sing", known as the Negro National Anthem. Rise of mass communication gave organizations like the NAACP a national voice. Jessie Redmon Fauset, writer and literary editor of the NAACP magazine The Crisis, used it to bring national attention to Black authors. She became known as the “midwife of the Harlem Renaissance.”   On the other hand, running for presidency in 1912, Woodrow Wilson promised action on civil rights and was endorsed by NAACP. But once in office, Wilson re-segregated the Civil Service, that had been de-segregated for 50 years. He claimed in a 1914 speech to black leaders: “Segregation is not humiliating but a benefit, and ought to be so regarded by you gentlemen. If your organization goes out and tells the colored people of the country that it is a humiliation, they will so regard it, but if you do not tell them so, and regard it rather as a benefit, they will regard it the same... If this organization is ever to have another hearing before me it must have another spokesman. Your manner offends me...”. Alarm spread through the black community. Trotter headed a delegation to meet with Wilson in the White House. Wilson declared Trotter persona non grata. Marches in Washington and other cities kept the focus on equality.



World War I –
The Decision

1913

Presenter Notes
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World War One created a dilemma for the African American community. Reject the war, fought by a country and a president that legally help black citizens in near-slavery? Or support the US side, in the hope that the country would repay loyalty with rights? Some were skeptical, seeing participation as further sacrifice to prejudicial institutions. The ultimate choice was to rally behind the US cause. In his July 1918 “Close Ranks” editorial, Du Bois called on African Americans to “forget our special grievances and close our ranks shoulder to shoulder with our own white fellow citizens and the allied nations that are fighting for democracy.” He would come to regret this recommendation. A. Philip Randolph (1889–1979), responding in his magazine, The Messenger, said “We would rather make Georgia safe for the Negro.” Some black soldiers enlisted in the French Foreign Legion and air corps before the US entered. Eugene Bullard joined Lafayette Escadrille, unit of Aéronautique Militaire, in 1915 and won the Croix de GuerreThis 1918 military documentary, Our Colored Fighters, showcases the 15th New York Infantry Regiment of the US Army, known as the "Harlem Hellfighters", an all-black unit. What it does not say is that black regiments were rejected by the American military and assigned to French commanders, where their performance was outstanding. They were honored and decorated by the French people, and used as a recruitment tool in this film, but were never equal. 



Segregation and Discrimination

…in Service, 
Promotions & 
Military Justice

Col. Charles Young
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More than 350,000 African Americans served in World War I. With the exception of the units that served under the French, all black soldiers served in support battalions, reflecting the belief that Black men were suited more for manual labor than front-line combat. Ships, medical units, R&R units were all segregated. Colonel Charles Young, at the point of being promoted to general, was forced to retire rather than have white officers report to him. And soldiers from a Texas camp, who were attacked while in uniform by white men, were condemned to jail and death for defending themselves.



350,000 African Americans

2:00-6:19

https://wwichangedus.org/all_resources/african-americans-in-wwi/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://wwichangedus.org/all_resources/african-americans-in-wwi/At end of war, Colonel Hayward was determined that 369th would not suffer indignity.  He pulled political strings to get them the welcome they deserved, homecoming parade on February 17, 1919, with dignitaries welcoming them, throngs cheering them on, and a front page story in the New York Times And of course the band, with James Reese Europe conducting, was the highlight of the march.



James Reese Europe & 369th Infantry 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In one of the few positive outcomes for African Americans, one of the unexpected consequences of the US entry into World War I was the introduction of jazz to Europe.  A half dozen so-called “Colored National Guard units” brought along their bands.  But the main actor was the band of New York's 369th US Infantry Regiment, lead by Lieutenant James Reese EuropeHis musical education occurred in DC after his family moved here from Memphis, In 1904, at the age of 24, he moved to New York with a gig as a cabaret pianist. Within a year had become part of a troupe that some credit with the first jazz heard on a New York stage.  By 1907, Europe was on Broadway, music director of the all-black musical The Shoo-Fly Regiment. Then gathered 100 of the best black musicians in town into the Clef Club Orchestra, which moved from Harlem's Manhattan Casino to Carnegie Hall.  He sold out the hall -- to a mixed audience -- in 1912, 1913 and 1914, became darlings of Manhattan's upper crust socialites. Had a contract with Victor records. In September 1916 he -- along with songwriter Noble Sissle --,joined the Harlem unit of the National Guard, was commissioned a second lieutenant.  Regimental commander, William Hayward, had Europe organize a band and tapped members of New York's Union League Club, which sponsored the regiment, to pony up $10,000 to pay the musicians Europe recruited. They were sent off to entertain US and French troops as well as French civilian audiences. Gave command performances for Prince of Wales and French President Raymond Poincaré, played an eight-week gig in Paris. French record company Pathé arranged for the 369th band to cut records when they demobilized. They led the 369th in their homecoming ticket tape parade.Members of the band returned to civilian life, made the previously agreed upon records at the Pathé studio in New York, and embarked on a nationwide tour.Europe was stabbed by a member of the bnad and died at 39 years old.New York held a public funeral procession for his funeral on May 13, the first time the city had authorized one for an African-American.  



By the God of Heaven, we are cowards and jackasses if now that the 
war is over, we do not marshal every ounce of our brain and brawn 
to fight a sterner, longer, more unbending battle against the forces 
of hell in our own land.
We return.
We return from fighting.
We return fighting.
Make way for Democracy! We saved it in France, and by the Great 
Jehovah, we will save it in the United States of America, or know 
the reason why. 

W.E.B. Du Bois, May 1919

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When World War I ended in 1918, many intently awaited a civil rights “revolution.” Unfortunately, the war had little overall impact on societal sentiments toward Blacks or communities of color, and the hope for a self-determined and safe democracy was dead in the water. Black veterans faced continued discrimination, even violence. But African Americans’ wartime participation and service became a powerful source of inspiration for Black communities across the country as they continued resistance. Arguably, the failed effort to earn rights, legitimized demanding rightsW.E.B. DuBois. The Crisis. May 1919, wrote: “This is the country to which we Soldiers of Democracy return. This is the fatherland for which we fought! But it is our fatherland. It was right for us to fight. The faults of our country are our faults. Under similar circumstances we would fight again…”  continue with quote from slide above.



1919 Red Summer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Race riots and lynchings continued, and surged at the end of the war. Postwar pressures were exacerbated by the Wilson administration laws that condoned unjust arrests - Espionage Act - June 1917, Trading with the Enemy Act - Oct 1917, Sedition Act – May 1918Demobilization of black veterans with higher expectationsCompetition for jobs and housing Labor unrest Russian advocacy of worldwide revolutionLabor/Socialism movement in BritainAnarchist bombings Apr-June 1919In the summer of 1919, race riots exploded throughout Northern and Southern cities. During this "Red Summer," there were 26 riots between April and October. Charleston May 10 white US Navy sailors initiated race riot; three black men killed. Five white & eighteen black injured. Early July, Longview TX deaths of four, destroyed AfAm housing district July 3, Bisbee AZ police attacked black "Buffalo Soldiers" (unit founded 1896, headquartered in west)July 19 DC, white men responded to rumored arrest of a black man for rape - four days of mob violence. Police refused to intervene, black population fought back. The city closed saloons and theaters; white-owned local papers, including Washington Post, fanned the violence with incendiary headlines. Wilson mobilized the National Guard. Violent summer rainstorm stopped violence. 15 people died, 10 white, 5 black. Fifty people seriously woundedNorfolk, Virginia, white mob attacked a homecoming celebration for African-American veterans July 27, most violence occurred in Chicago. Eugene Williams, a black youth, swam into a beach area on the South Side customarily used by whites, was stoned and drowned. Police refused to act, black men responded violently, riots lasted thirteen days. White mobs destroyed black homes and businesses. 38 fatalities, 23 black 15 whites. 537 injured, 1,000 black families left homeless. State militia called in.August 30–31, Knoxville TN riot - black suspect was arrested on suspicion of murdering a white woman. Lynch mob stormed the jail liberated 16 white prisoners, Attacked the African-American business district, leaving at least seven dead and 20 wounded.September, Omaha Nebraska - mob of 10,000 whites burned county courthouse to force the police to release a black prisoner. Destroyed property $1Mm Lynched suspect, attacked black neighborhoods and stores. Government sent Federal troops October 1, race riot rural Elaine AR. Black labor organizing stirred fear of socialism. Planters tried to disrupt meeting. white man fatally shot, mob killed 100-237 black people, five whites also died. Committee concluded that the Sharecroppers' Union was a Socialist enterprise. Dallas Morning News: "Negroes Seized in Arkansas Riots Confess to Widespread Plot; Planned Massacre of Whites Today". Tried 79 black people, 12 sentenced to death for murder, Reversed by Supreme Court, for due process. 1921 Tulsa, Oklahoma, white elevator operator claimed that a black man had attacked her. White residents vandalized homes and black-owned businesses in the Greenwood district - 1,256 homes were destroyed, 26 black & 13 white killed. Thirty-five city blocks were burned down and more than 6,000 African-Americans were arrested. NAACP and other AfAm groups publicly protestedAlso strikes: New England Telephone Operators, Boston Police, Centralia Washington (Legionnaires vs IWW), Seattle General Strike Steel strike (Pittsburgh), railroad strikeThese led to Palmer Raids late 1919-1920 – Attorney General against anarchists and other “threats”Radicals rounded up, beaten, deported incl Emma GoldmanNew York legislature expelled elected socialist members – Jan 1920Wall Street Bombing September 1920Immigration Act of 1924 - Quota 165,000 from countries outside Western Hemisphere, 80% reduction from pre-WW1, Country quotas = 2% of 1890 census



Race, Religion and Science

 Anti Miscegenation laws (until Loving vs. Virginia, 1967)

 Compulsory sterilization (to 1981)

 Scientific Racism (to ~1950)

Indigenous Races of 
the Earth (1857)

Nordic superiority
Madison Grant, 1916

1930

The Scopes 
Monkey Trial, 

1925 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Race relations were complicated by pseudo-sciences surrounding race False interpretations of evolution and heredity, and the tenacious idea that white races were superior to people of color, led to hateful and sometimes laughable events. The popular books Indigenous Races of the Earth (1857) and The Passing of the Great Race (1916) ranked “Negroes” as inferior genetically.Eugenics gave pseudo-scientific rationale for efforts to “improve” the racial makeup of the country. 1892 Chinese exclusion act was made permanent 1902, preventing immigration and setting the stage for discrimination against the 180,000 Asian-Americans living in the United States by the end of World War One. Indigenous Americans were not yet citizens, required permission from tribal government agents to travel, cash checks, purchase land.Finally, the Scopes Monkey Trial, that pitted creationism against evolution, became a circus show but also underlined national divisions.



Prohibition 1920-1933

• June 30, 1919 “Thirsty-first” Wartime Prohibition
• Oct 28, 1919 - 18th Amendment & Volstead Act
• New York 1920 - 15,000 bars; 1926 - 30,000 

speakeasies
• Organized crime, speakeasies, gangsters, violence 

and massive political corruption

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prohibition, paradoxically, increased the popularity of African American entertainment and funneled money into Harlem.As everyone already knows, prohibition was a terrible choice from the beginning. It did not accomplish any of its goals – increasing morality, protecting the family and saving wheat – and its enforcement was dramatically underfunded. It did paint African Americans as debauched, Jews and Germans as immigrants polluting wholesome white civilization. And it also provided opportunities for businesses willing to take risks, and for mob investment money. It was in effect January 1920, to December 1933, and entertainment venues where wealthy clients visited and where law enforcement was willing to turn a blind eye – like Harlem – flourished.Writers, performers, waiters, and back door dealers benefitted and it helped build a black middle class.Notes:18th Amendment - sale and transport of intoxicating beverages; religious and medical use was allowed; private ownership and consumption of alcohol were not made illegal federally, some some states did ban possession1,520 Federal Prohibition agents (police), too few, widely disregarded, criminal gangsAccess remained easy for well to do, but contents became more dangerous.Cut overall alcohol consumption in half during the 1920s, remained below pre-Prohibition levels until the 1940s



Negrophilia, Entertainment 
and Pan-Africanism 
 Haitian Revolution and independence 1804

 Negrophilia – term used by avant garde artists

 Les Heureux Nègres musical review brought the cakewalk to France

 Exposition Universelle 1900 – The Exhibit of American Negroes

 Ex-soldiers remaining in European cities after WW1 as entertainers

 Pan-African Congresses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I have touched on this in several preceding slides, but let’s focus at the end on a worldwide trend that helped shape the reception for the the Harlem Renaissance.Particularly after World War One, a fascination with black culture arose worldwide.The violence and loss of WW1 challenged the belief in superiority of Western civilization from the age of Enlightenment. Exotic, "primitive" cultures of French colonies were seen as alternatives to capitalism and modernity. Avant-garde artists, especially the Dada and surrealist movements, fetishized black cultures. “Negrophilia” was a term of the time, and it showed up in:Picasso’s Demoiselles d’Avignon and Gaugin’s workarchitecture (African huts on the Louvre building in Exhibition Universelle)looted masks and carvings that became decorative objects (e.g. (Martinique, French Guyana)live performances - comic artist Chocolat (Afro-Cuban), the musical review Les Heureux Nègres (1902), jazz imported by James Reese Europe and soldiers who stayed in Europe to earn a living; and Josephine Baker’s superstar appearances.African and African-American soldiers were praised during the war years. Colonial soldiers were honored by the decision to build the Grande Mosquée de Paris.Within the black community, internationalism became popular, and remained a strong self-awareness in the New Negro movement. Black intellectuals were proud of Haiti’s slave revolution in the 1790s. W.E.B. Du Bois sought to reframe the American color line as part and parcel of a global pattern of colonial and racial injustice. If African Americans could see themselves as part of this larger group of oppressed peoples, they might be able to develop shared political analyses and strategies. He traveled to France in Dec. 1918 as a representative of the NAACP.In 1919 the first Pan-African Congress took place, adjacent to the Paris Peace Conference, though colonial governments blocked much representation. Three more congresses would take place in the 1920s, followed in 1945 by a Pan-African Congress in Manchester, England.I said at the beginning that the Harlem Renaissance was predictable, if not inevitable. Predictable because, n the period from 1863 to 1920, the African American community tried everything to gain equal rights and still was caught in a period of legalized inequality, a period called the nadir of race relations. Competing in the creative arts was a purposeful community move to gain recognition that African Americans had intellectual leadership and a creative class. The Great Migration produced a critical mass in cities to nurture this creative class. And there was just enough appreciation in the wider world to create economic support for their work. In the next seven weeks we will learn about the poets, singers, composers, writers, musicians of the Harlem Renaissance and the impact they made.  Notes: Britain Slavery Abolition Act 1833. Land owners in the British West Indies received compensation, former slaves received no compensation.France  1848, the Proclamation of the Abolition of Slavery in the French Colonies https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/the-new-black-internationalism/https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2019/02/african-american-history-month-first-pan-african-congress/  
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