
COLOR THEORY: Week 7 

“We might know all the scientific information about how we come to see a color, but only the 

visual experience of it reveals the color’s essential nature (and thus the philosophical position 
is sometimes termed revelation theory). With color, they say, experience is not merely the 
best teacher; it is the only one.” 

— from On Color by David Scott Kastan with Stephen Farthing 

Notes, clarifications, and additional information  

• The color “orange” originally was called red-yellow. The name orange didn’t exist until 
oranges were imported to Europe in the 16th century. The word “orange” comes from 
the Sanskrit word for an orange, “naranga.” The “n” at the beginning of the word was 
dropped over time. 

• What is the difference between violet and purple? Violet is a spectral color. It exists at 
one end of the spectrum while red is at the other end. Red and violet can’t overlap 
because they are at opposite ends of the light spectrum. Purple is made from red and 
blue pigments or is seen when green light is absorbed while red and blue light are 
reflected. 

• There are numerous documentaries about art and artists available through streaming 
services. Two of the most compelling about the high-end art gallery world are: Made 
You Look: A True Story About Fake Art about the forgery scandal which brought down 
the famed Knoedler Gallery in New York and Blurred Lines about the commodity of 
contemporary art in the intersection of the artist, gallery, auction house, and collector. 

Horizon line and eye level 

(Entire section from the website of the National Portrait Gallery, United Kingdom) 

Anyone who has ever been to the seaside will have seen a horizon (as long as it wasn't foggy). 
This is the line you see far away, out to sea. It's the line where the water stops, and the sky 

starts. There are horizon lines everywhere, but usually you don't see them because something 
like a hill or a tree or a house is in the way. 

You always see the horizon line at your eye level. In fact, if you change your eye level (by 

standing up, or sitting down) the horizon line changes too, and follows your eye level. Your eye 

level always follows you around everywhere because it's your eye level. If you sit on the floor 
the horizon is at your eye level. If you stand up, it's at your eye level. If you stand on top of a 
very tall building, or look out of the window of an aeroplane, the horizon is still at your eye 
level. It's only everything else that appears to change in relation to your eye level. The fact is, 
that everything looks the way it does from your point of view because you see it in relation to 
yourself. So, if you are sitting looking out of the window of an airliner everything is going to 

look shorter than you because at this moment you are taller (or higher) than everything else. 

Everything always gets smaller as it gets closer to the horizon, or your eye level, because it's 
getting further away from you. 



Your eye level is always on the horizon line because what you are really looking for is the edge 
of our planet where it begins to curve out of sight. If you go to the seaside, you will sometimes 
see ships disappearing over the edge of the horizon. If you are higher up you still see the 

horizon, you are just looking a bit further over the edge of the world. Because the world is 
round, the horizon line is really a curve, but the world is huge, so this curve is so big that it looks 
like a straight line. 

Elements of art  

• Line 

• Shape (geometric and organic) 

• Form (perspective) 

• Color 

• Texture 

• Space (positive and negative) 

• Value/light and shadow 

 


