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“All my life I had been unable to understand or sympathize with people who seemed so passionately concerned about the preservation or enhancement of America. It had often seemed to me hypocrisy, a mask that covered the all-too-human fears for one’s personal safety or comfort, sometimes mixed with the kind of self-righteousness that had turned me away from the religions of church and synagogue. But I was even more troubled by people who attacked America and who were always arguing about hidden conspiracies, intentional injustices that were built into “the system,” and so forth. Why, I wondered, were they not just as concerned about the human condition itself? And about their own incomprehensible mortal life on earth? They made me feel that I was selfish to have such questions burning in me.  

“And so, I was astonished and strangely joyous when I finally turned directly to studying the history of America and found almost everywhere that the men and women who carved out the ideals of America were driven by the same transcendent questions that had always been my own as well.  I began to see that for many of these men and women America meant the struggle for conditions of life under which these ultimate questions could be freely pursued.  

In his landmark book, the American Soul, Jacob Needleman takes the reader on a journey toward understanding the deeper purposes of America’s founders as they struggled with these questions.  

It is the purpose of this class, to provide an engaging framework within which participants can explore with each other the questions that the Founding Fathers 
and other constructively-oriented Americans wrestled with, and that drove Jacob Needleman to write this book.   

We will uncover the history of their explorations and the answers that they came to – as an aid to our own engagement with the never-ending search for harmony and unity in the lives of humankind. 

As Jacob Needleman observed:

“ For all we know, this may be our last chance to move toward a world-view that can orient us toward the real world, rather than the illusory world, with all its attendant violence and meaninglessness, in which most of us now live...”  

Jacob Needleman, the acclaimed author of The American Soul and Money and the Meaning of Life, is a professor of philosophy at San Francisco State University, and a former director of the Center for the Study of New Religions at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley.

350 pages – 10 sessions – 35 pages per session.
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